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MARYLAND
CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND

State reports
2,148 new
virus cases

PICTURING MARYLAND

WINTERTIME YOGA

By Phil Davis
Maryland reported 2,148 new cases of the
coronavirus and 27 more deaths Sunday as
the state’s average testing positivity rate rose
above 9% for the first time since June.
Sunday’s additions bring the state’s total to
285,319 cases of COVID-19, and 5,826 people
who have died due to the disease or complications from it.
As of Sunday, 1,709 people in Maryland
are hospitalized due to complications from
COVID-19, 17 more than Saturday.
The state reported that three people have
been released from intensive care units, for
a total of 412 patients remaining, while an
additional 20 people were admitted into
acute care units with COVID-19 since Saturday.
The statewide seven-day average testing positivity rate is at 9.15% as of Sunday,
an increase of 0.21 percentage points over
Saturday.
While the state has seen two consecutive
days of declines in total diagnosed cases
since reporting more than 3,500 cases on
Friday, 26,460 tests were completed in the
past 24 hours, as compared with Friday,
when the state reported 53,503 completed
tests from the previous day.
State officials also reported that Sunday’s
daily positivity rate, 9.81%, was more than a
full percentage point higher than Friday’s
at 8.69%.
Officials reported that an additional 3,617
people were vaccinated in the past 24 hours
for a total of 59,769 people so far. The state
has received 191,075 doses of the Pfizer/
BioNTech and Moderna vaccines for the
coronavirus, meaning that about 31.28% of
the allotment has been administered since
vaccinations started Dec. 14.
Maryland officials have faced criticism
over the rollout of the vaccinations after
a report by Bloomberg reported last week
listed Maryland as the slowest for vaccine
distribution in the United States. As of
Sunday, the state has not reported any region
with a vaccination rate of above 1.45%. The
populated “National Capital Region,” which
includes Maryland’s most populated counties in Montgomery and Prince George’s, has
only reported a vaccination rate of 0.52% as
of Sunday.
The majority of new cases were reported
in the Baltimore-Washington, D.C., metropolitan region, as the state reported that
66.39% of cases, 1,426, were diagnosed in
Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Prince George’s
and Montgomery counties along with Baltimore City. The five jurisdictions make up
roughly 65.52% of Maryland’s overall population.
Montgomery County, the state’s most
populated jurisdiction with more than 1
million residents, reported the most cases
Sunday with 428. The county is still below
the statewide average for testing positivity, reporting a countywide seven-day average rate of 8.43%. However, Montgomery
County remains well above the 5% threshold, which the World Health Organization
recommends jurisdictions reach before
considering relaxing social distancing and
business restrictions.
Baltimore City reported 185 new cases
Sunday and has a seven-day average positivity rate of 6.86%.
While the majority of cases are in the
state’s most populated regions, the Eastern
Shore has shown disproportionately growing positivity rates ever since Christmas.
Gov. Larry Hogan and health officials had
urged residents to refrain from traditional
gatherings around Christmas and New
Year’s Eve.
Wicomico County, a jurisdiction of about
152,000 people that borders Worcester
County, reported 25 new cases Sunday and
has a seven-day average positivity rate of
15.61%. The county has reported 396 cases
since Christmas and has seen its average
positivity rate rise by six percentage points
over that same period.
Worcester County, a jurisdiction of fewer
than 53,000 people, reported 20 new cases
Sunday and has a seven-day average positivity rate of 14.47%. The county has reported
241 new cases since Christmas and has seen
its average positivity rate jump more than
three percentage points during that time.
In addition, six people have died in
Worcester County since Dec. 26, the same
number of fatal cases the county reported
Dec. 1 through Dec. 26. The U.S. Census
Bureau estimates that 28.2% of the county’s
population is 65 years of age or older, nearly
double the statewide average of 15.9%.
Somerset County, a county of roughly
25,000 people and one that has been a hot
spot for the virus ever since early November,
reported two new cases and has a seven-day
average positivity rate of 15.56%. While the
county reported only two cases Sunday, its
average positivity rate remains higher than
the state average and has reported 161 new
cases since Christmas.
Only Washington County in Western
Maryland has a higher positivity rate than
the three Eastern Shore counties, as the
jurisdiction reported 65 new cases Sunday
and has a seven-day average positivity rate
of 17.44%, the highest in the state.
The disease continues to prove more fatal
for Maryland’s older residents, as 20 of the
27 deaths reported Sunday were people 70
or older. Comparatively, the demographic
represented only about 9.12% of Sunday’s
cases, or 196.

Kyle Brickell, a park ranger at Lake Roland, leads a Polar Lunge with Julie Kreif, left, and her daughter, Sarah Martin, both of Lutherville, who
braved a chilly Sunday morning for the outdoor yoga class. The next event, perhaps more appealing in cold weather, is Primitive Fire Making
on Jan. 16, from 1 to 2 p.m. Visit lakeroland.org for registration information. AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN

Purchase of $400,000 armored police
vehicle for Harford sheriff’s office OK’d
Approval comes as activists
call for demilitarization of
police forces around US
By James Whitlow
The Harford County Sheriff’s Office
was recently approved to spend more than
$400,000 on a second armored vehicle for
its fleet.
Cristie Hopkins, a spokesperson for
the sheriff’s office, said the 2021 Lenco
Ballistic Engineered Armored Response
Counter Attack Truck — or BearCat — will
arrive in 10 to 12 months. The Harford
County Board of Estimates approved the
$404,720.25 purchase from Massachusetts-based Lenco Industries on Dec. 15.
The approval is the culmination of four
years of effort from the sheriff’s office,
which has been requesting an additional
armored vehicle to share the load with
the other armored car the office owns,
Hopkins said. Its existing armored vehicle
will remain in service in case it is needed.
The new BearCat is expected to last 10
years, she said.
The office’s current armored vehicle finds use in active shootings, armed
barricade situations and with the sheriff’s
special response team, among others.
Earlier this year, it was used to pick
up a man who had been shot during am
armed barricade situation in Street. Benjamin Thomas Murdy is facing multiple
counts of attempted first- and second-degree murder, along with other charges,
in connection with the Jan. 21 standoff
with deputies, during which he allegedly
fired nearly 200 rounds at responding law
enforcement, and struck his neighbor in
two places.
Murdy’s next court appearance is
scheduled for March.
The office’s current armored vehicle was built in 2004 and suffers minor
and major mechanical issues despite
its low mileage, Hopkins said. Some of
those repairs can leave the office’s special

The Harford County Sheriff’s Office recently received approval to purchase a new Lenco
BearCat armored vehicle for more than $404,000. A BearCat vehicle similar to the one
purchased by the sheriff’s office is shown above. HANDOUT

response team without an armored vehicle
for up to three weeks.
The new vehicle, she said, provides
continuity and ensures the sheriff’s office
is not without an armored car, should it be
necessary. The existing armored vehicle
is used for about 100 to 125 operations a
year, she said.
“In this day and age with the incidents
that have occurred across the country
and in this county, the citizens of Harford
County should not be without this vehicle
and its capabilities,” Hopkins said. “If a
breakdown occurs, it is not uncommon to
wait upwards of two hours for a replacement from our closest allies, the Maryland State Police or the Baltimore County
Police.”
The new vehicle will have a battering
ram attached to the front equipped with

a 360-degree camera. It also as off-road
capabilities, Hopkins said.
The purchase comes during a moment
of tense community and police relations
country-wide after the killing of George
Floyd and other unarmed Black people
across America.
Calls have come to defund and demilitarize police forces, particular as some
use military-style gear to disperse demonstrations.
Hopkins said the optics of the purchase
were secondary to its point.
“Our citizens have come to expect —
rightfully so — that we are prepared to
assist them in any circumstance,” she said.
“Regardless of public sentiment, the need
to protect life during high risk operations
will always be paramount to law enforcement operations.”

Land trust secures ‘important bird area’ in Crownsville
By Rachael Pacella
An important bird habitat has been
protected from development after a landowner along the North River tributary in
Crownsville has relinquished the right
to build on about 71 acres of land that
includes woods and fields.
The Scenic Rivers Land Trust secured
the easement using money from the Anne
Arundel County Forestry and Forested
Land Protection Grant Program. That
program is funded by the county and
administered by the Chesapeake Bay
Trust.
The land is part of the South River
Greenway, an “important bird area,”
according to the National Audubon
Society. The North Branch tributary
and the Bacon Ridge tributary are both
surrounded by forest, and those forests
meet at the confluence of the streams near
Route 50, according to Audubon.
It is one of the largest patches of forest
in the county outside of the Patuxent
Research Refuge. The National Audubon

“Thanks to the county’s commitment to protecting our forests
and farms, as well as conservation-minded landowners, we can
continue to work together to build a resilient network of natural
and open lands that will be there for us long into the future.”
Scenic Rivers Executive Director Sarah Knebel, in a statement.
Society is a nonprofit focused on protecting birds and their environments.
Birds that require large patches of forest
can be found at the site. At least 18 species
regularly breed in the area, and in 2007
three at-risk bird species were spotted:
worm-eating warbler, Kentucky warbler
and Louisiana waterthrush, according to
Audobon.
The property includes 66 acres of
mature forest and five acres of fields,
which will be planted with trees. The site
also consists of six acres of wetland and
2,500 linear feet of stream.
“The importance of our wild and open
spaces is not lost on anyone this year.

Clean air, healthy waterways, and places
of beauty and relaxation are so important
to the health of our communities,” Scenic
Rivers Executive Director Sarah Knebel
said in a statement.
“Thanks to the county’s commitment
to protecting our forests and farms, as
well as conservation-minded landowners, we can continue to work together to
build a resilient network of natural and
open lands that will be there for us long
into the future.”
Over the course of three decades, the
land trust has secured conservation easements on 3,000 acres in Anne Arundel
County.

