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by Nancy Worden Horst 

On a sunny, crisp October morning 
Baltimore County Executive Kevin 
Kamenetz cut a bright green rib-
bon with a pair of oversized scissors 
to officially open the Lake Roland 
Nature Center.

The County Executive was joined 
by other elected officials including 
State Delegate Shelly Hettleman and 
County Councilwoman Vicki Almond 
as well as Baltimore County Director 
of Recreation and Parks Barry Wil-
liams. Several special needs chil-
dren from Mt. Washington Pediatric 
Hospital, enthusiastic participants in 
programs offered by the Lake Roland 
Nature Council, were also present 
and participated in the 
ribbon-cutting  
ceremony.

The County Executive’s 
remarks focused on 
the importance of the 
Nature Center in serv-
ing all segments of the 
community through its 
accessibility and pro-
gramming. Kamenetz 
also noted the Nature 
Center’s access via 
light rail — deeming 
the Park as ‘transit-
oriented recreation.’ All 
of the elected officials 
recognized the vol-
unteer efforts of the 
members of the Nature 
Council as partners of 
the County and the 
State in the Nature 
Center project.

The Nature Center comprises classroom, educational 
and meeting space with audio-visual capabilities and 
areas for rangers, staff and naturalists to plan such 
imaginative programs as Pioneer Days, Creatures of 
the Full Moon and School’s Out Days. Attendance at 
these programs has more than doubled thanks to the 

availability of the 
spacious, airy and 
bright room overlook-
ing the 150-year-old 
Lake Roland Dam and 
valve house. 

Rotating exhibits 
are planned for the 
Nature Center; the 
Baltimore Bird Club 
has already mounted 
a collection of bright-
ly-colored birds from 
the Mid-Atlantic for 
educational purposes. 
Several rescued or 
injured turtles, snakes 
and a toad reside at 
the Nature Center.

The large room in the 
middle of the Nature 
Center can be divided 
into two sub-spaces 

with occupancy ranging from 75 to 230 individuals 
depending on the configuration of the room. The 
building holds a maximum of 280 people and is avail-
able for rental to community and civic groups on a 
case-by-case basis. 

The front elevation of the Nature Center faces the 

Lake Roland Nature Center Officially Opened 

The view of Lake Roland Dam and valve house on a beautiful fall day. 
Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz 

County Executive Kevin Kamenetz cuts the ribbon with assistance 
from Lake Roland Nature Council President Larry Zeafla.  

Others pictured are LRNC Vice President Elise Butler, LRNC Board 
member James Flannery, Delegate Shelly Hettleman, John Mast of 
North Point Builders, Ed Hord of Hord | Coplan | Macht, Ken Wingate 
President of North Point Builders, LRNC Treasurer Jeffrey Budnitz, 
Councilwoman Vicki Almond, Director of Recreation and Parks Barry 
Williams and, holding the end of the ribbon, Head Park Ranger 
Shannon Davis.  Patients and staff from Mt. Washington Pediatric 
Hospital are pictured in the foreground.  Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz  
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Dear Neighbors,

I am truly honored to have been elected 
President of your Associa-
tion. As I see it, my job is to 
share information and listen 
to the needs and concerns 
of our community, so I 
enjoy getting out into the 
neighborhood, meeting our 
residents and working with 
local officials. The Ruxton-
Riderwood-Lake Roland Area 
Improvement Association has 
an excellent framework in 
place, and our Executive Di-
rector Peggy Squitieri ensures 
that our organization runs 
smoothly and efficiently.

My goal is to build upon 
existing events that promote 
community empowerment and help districts 
to become familiar with one another. I believe 
most homeowners want to be good neighbors. 
Supporting and watching out for each other 
is what transforms a street into a neighbor-
hood. We are blessed with a membership that 
has a wide range of expertise and experience. 
Our goal is to tap into that knowledge base 
and address the issues and concerns of our 
residents.

In the past 63 years, we have developed a 
partnership of neighbors, businesses and state 
and local government officials. The balance of 

development and green space has been in the 
news lately, and our Association is sensitive 
to the need for preservation. We also realize 

the need to continue to 
work with business enti-
ties, so future growth will 
complement and enhance 
our communities. 

Each of us chose our 
neighborhood because 
we believe that it offers 
safety, access to excel-
lent schools and univer-
sities, convenience to 
businesses and churches 
and is a sound invest-
ment. Would you like to 
become involved with an 
organization whose sole 
purpose is to promote 

and increase the value of your investment?

We have a variety of committees and many 
special events throughout the year. I encour-
age you to call or email the office if you wish 
to participate. If you are feeling a bit more 
adventurous, we are always looking for future 
Board members, too.

We live in a vibrant community and work hard 
to keep it that way. The best is yet to come!

Sincerely,

Clark Parriott 
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by Lauren Madsen

This past autumn the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation 
(GRAF) named John Lalley as president, succeeding 
Tom Weadock. John is an active community member 

and Master Gardener 
who hopes to use 
his green thumb and 
positive attitude to 
continue GRAF’s mis-
sion of beautifying our 
neighborhood’s public 
spaces. John, born 
and raised in Rux-
ton and a resident of 
Wagner Road for the past 35 years, 
knows and appreciates the natural 
beauty of the greater Ruxton area 
well. He has extensive knowledge 

of and experience with native plants, composting, flower beds 
and vegetable gardening and his yard received top honors in the 
2014 Baltimore Sun garden photo contest. During his three-year 
tenure with GRAF, he aims to encourage volunteerism among his 
neighbors. “People can contribute in more ways than by writing a 
check,” he explains. For example, GRAF urges each member of the 
Ruxton community to be vigilant about picking up trash, main-
taining their properties and helping with community projects, such 
as planting flower bulbs. 

In addition to being a responsible property owner, residents can 
also volunteer for one of GRAF’s seasonal community clean-up 
events, which focus largely on the Bellona Avenue corridor and the 
Ruxton Road Mill Stone Park along Roland Run. GRAF holds three 
to four clean-up events annually and regularly maintains a total of 
10 active beautification and landscaping sites scattered through-
out the RRLRAIA membership area. Although the plans are still 
under wraps, John said he will be making an announcement soon 
about a new beautification project slated for completion in 2017. 
Regular announcements and information are now sent monthly 
by GRAF via email and Facebook. To be added to the mailing list, 
please sign up on the GRAF website www.ruxtonfoundation.org.

In addition to increasing community volunteerism, John would 
also like to raise awareness of GRAF’s mission and how it differs 
from that of RRLRAIA. Historically, the Association has focused at-
tention on community operations, zoning, traffic, county relations 
and land use issues, leaving less time and funds for more strategic 
long-term beautification and landscaping projects. In response, 
GRAF was founded in 2002 as a non-profit entity to address the 
growing need for capital improvements to preserve and beautify 
the public spaces of the greater Ruxton area, thus increasing the 
curb appeal of our neighborhoods. 

GRAF’s crowning achievement, spearheaded by founding President 
Joseph M. Coale, was saving the historic Rider House on Bellona 
Avenue from demolition. When the assisted living facility across 
from the Riderwood post office was under development in 1998, 
Joe sent a letter to the chairman of Manor Care asking if Manor 
Care could find a way to incorporate the house “into the site plan 

for use as a resident manager’s home, office or other 
use.” In response, Manor Care utilized the house 
as their office while the assisted living facility was 
under construction. Upon moving into the new facil-
ity, Manor Care donated the house to the Foundation 
along with a monetary contribution to help with the 
renovations.

GRAF also assists neighbors in placing preservation 
easements on qualified land in accordance with strict 
IRS guidelines. To date, GRAF has helped with 15 
easements resulting in over 50 acres now protected 
from development.  

Most importantly, John explains that GRAF’s fund-
ing sources are different from the Association’s. The 

Association is supported by membership dues while GRAF solicits 
tax-deductible donations, matching grants and land easements to 
continue its vital work. Mostly, it relies on the generous support 
of neighbors like you through annual gifting. So if you aren’t a 
contributor to GRAF, please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation via www.ruxtonfoundation.org. “Our biggest challenge 
right now is to continue to increase our fundraising to pay for the 
maintenance of our active projects,” John explains. “We hope you 
appreciate what we are doing and will donate.”

New GRAF President John Lalley
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by Lauren Madsen

Please help us extend a warm wel-
come to incoming RRLRAIA President 
Clark Parriott, who was inaugurated at 
the Association’s 62nd annual meet-
ing on September 28. Clark assumes 
the leadership reigns from outgoing 
President Patrick Jarosinski, who has 
served as President since 2013. Clark 
has been a member of the Board for 
three years and 1st Vice President for 
the past year. Clark lives on Overbrook 
Road, near Boyce Avenue, in the 
Association’s District 5. Although he 
was born in Baltimore, Clark spent his formative years and early 
adulthood in St. Louis, Missouri. He moved back to the Baltimore 
area in 1993 while employed by the Laclede Steel Company and 
relocated to his current home in Ruxton in 1996. Clark currently 
serves as a host for the Radio Reading Network of Maryland, which 
provides access to newspapers, periodicals and books for the visu-
ally impaired, and avidly volunteers with many local organizations 
such as Habitat for Humanity, the Church of the Good Shepherd 
and the Baltimore County Republican Central Committee. RRLRAIA 
is fortunate to have such a dedicated community volunteer taking 

on the leadership challenge. 

As President, Clark says he will focus his atten-
tion on building the Association’s membership 
and engaging residents to take a more active 
role in our local community. He feels a grassroots 
approach is key. “I want to continue to empower 
our residents, tap into their wealth of expertise 
and help them become better neighbors by get-
ting to know each other.” Furthermore, he would 
like to build upon the community programs al-
ready in place such as the RRLRAIA partnerships 
with business owners in the Ruxton and Bare 
Hills areas, local street and stream clean-ups 
and seasonal social gatherings. Looking forward, 

Clark hopes to advance the Association’s vital role in achieving 
large-scale community improvements in collaboration with resi-
dents, business owners and Baltimore County. In particular, Clark 
said he and the Board will shift their attention forward to start the 
complex process of updating our Community Plan. Clark is enthu-
siastic about the bright future of the Ruxton, Riderwood and Lake 
Roland areas and thinks Colin Powell’s comment that “perpetual 
optimism is a force multiplier” fits our community. By working 
together, our neighborhoods will remain an exceptional place to 
live and work.

RRLRAIA Welcomes New President Clark Parriott 

Join your  
neighbors and friends on  

Saturday, December 17 • 4 – 6 p.m. 
at the Old Rugby Field  

(between Lake Roland and the Light Rail)  
off L’Hirondelle Club Road

Dress warmly • Wear boots • Bring flashlights

No dogs, please. Questions?  
Call 410-494-7757 or email office@rrlraia.org.

t visit with Santa t hot dogs
t hot chocolate with marshmallows

t sing carols t cookies
r

The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area  
Improvement Association is pleased to sponsor

Holiday Party 
in the Woods
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dam and is com-
prised of a series 
of operable glass 
doors that al-
low activities to 
extend onto the 
deck, thus provid-
ing a platform for 
outdoor educa-
tional programs 
and a vista of 
the historic Lake 
Roland Dam and 
valve house.

Designed by local 
firm Hord | Coplan | 
Macht, the nearly 
2,600 square foot 
center was built by North Point Builders at a cost of $1.4 mil-
lion using a combination of County funding, State capital grants, 
monies from Program Open Space and Nature Council fundraising 
(including a $2,500 donation from RRLRAIA matching members’ 
donations up to this amount) as well as other grants and chari-
table donations. The Lake Roland Nature Council continues to 
fundraise to close the gap on its financial commitment. Please 
consider a tax-deductible donation to this worthwhile community 
asset. Visit www.lakeroland.org/donate or mail your donation to 
Lake Roland Nature Council, 1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD 
21210 (write ‘Nature Center’ in the memo line).

Plans are afoot to work with landscape architects and volunteers 
to turn the area around the Nature Center into a demonstration 
garden featuring native plants in their local environment.  

The former ranger station (previously the restrooms for the Park) 
will now be used for occasional meeting space when the Nature 

Center is in use, additional office 
space and storage for program 
supplies and rotating exhibits.

Lake Roland, a 500-acre park 
near the Baltimore City/County 
line, is owned by Baltimore City 
but managed and staffed by 
Baltimore County. Since taking 
over management of the Park in 
2009, the County has partnered 
with the State to rebuild the 
main pedestrian bridge, build a 
new pavilion, build Acorn Hill 
(the children’s playground) and 
construct the boardwalk lead-
ing from the Falls Road light 
rail station. Last year more 
than 300,000 people (and many 
dogs) visited the Park. Guests 
have visited from many states 

and countries, including Canada, New Zealand, Guadeloupe, the 
Netherlands, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. The Park and 
its amenities are truly an asset to our community!

Lake Roland Nature Center  
Officially Opened
Continued from page 1

Lake Roland Nature Center.   Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz 

Lake Roland Nature Center
1000 Lakeside Drive 21210

410-887-4156

lakerol-rp@baltimorecountymd.gov

Open: Tuesday – Sunday 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Programs & Events: www.lakeroland.org

Park is open sunrise to sunset.

Please contact us for rental information.
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by John Baer

At our annual meeting, held September 28 in the brand new Lake 
Roland Nature Center, members of RRLRAIA elected two brand new 
Board members, welcomed two former Board members, re-elected 
six current Board members and thanked three retiring Board 
members for their 
service. 

The Association’s 
new and returning 
Board members 
are: 

Trish Fallon: Trish 
has her B.B.A. 
in Accounting 
and an M.S. in 
Finance from 
Loyola University. 
She has years of 
experience in both 
the private and 
the public sector 
with strengths in 
financial manage-

ment in all of its forms including budget, cash flow, cost account-
ing, debt financing and new markets tax credit financing. Trish is 
delightful, thoughtful and engaging and is interested in helping 
our community by working with and on our Board.

Joe Derr: Joe grew up in Baltimore, and he and his wife Sharon 
have three grown 
children and four 
grandchildren. 
They spent 25 
years in Con-
necticut while 
Joe worked for 
Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company 
(35 years total 
with Goodyear), 
and in 2002 Joe 
and Sharon moved 
back to Baltimore 
and took up resi-
dence in Ruxton 
Crossing. Joe is a 
Loyola Blakefield 
graduate and has 
his B.S. in Busi-
ness Administra-

tion from University of Baltimore. Joe is active with several orga-
nizations and has served on the board of Ruxton Crossing HOA.   

Jamie Cahn: Jamie is not new to the RRLRAIA Board, as he served 
for several years in the 2000s before moving to the Midwest 
for work. He is now retired from his position as president and 
managing director of Institutional Trust North America at Bank of 
Montreal. Jamie is a member and vice president of the Lutherville 
Volunteer Fire Company and a vice president of the Baltimore 
County Volunteer Firemen’s Association. He is excited to be on 
the Board and happy to be back in the Thornton Ridge community 
where he has lived since 1990. 

Jeffrey Budnitz: Jeffrey, who has previously served four three-
year terms on our Board, is eager and willing to rejoin the Board 
after serving the last year in emeritus status. He has been a 
hard-working and effective Board member with many of his ac-
complishments visible in Lake Roland and the Bare Hills business 
district. Jeffrey plans to remain focused on Lake Roland, Bare 
Hills redevelopment and our next Community Plan update and will 
continue to advocate for our Board relationships with surrounding 
constituents.

Six board members were re-elected for a second term.

Gina Adams and Paddy Morton (District 2), Cynthia Allen (District 
7), Art Arthur and Shannon Putman (District 9) and Mike Muld-
owney (District 10). See page 6 of the Membership Directory for a 
map showing Districts.

Thank You to Retiring Board Members
After a successful three-year tenure, Patrick Jarosinski is retiring 
as President of the Association but will serve another year as a 

Welcome, New and Returning Board Members

Newly-elected and returning Board members (left to right): Jeffrey Budnitz, Joe Derr, Jamie Cahn and Trish 
Fallon.   Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
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Board member. During his time at the helm, Patrick forged many 
new relationships and continued to push for neighborhood en-
hancements and beautification as well as community involvement 

with local and state officials. Clark Parriott 
has assumed the role of President and we 
know he will do well! 

We would like to express our sincere apprecia-
tion to three dedicated volunteers who also 
retired from our Board this year — Anne Rouse, 
Kelley Keener and Jessica Paffenbarger. 

Anne served on the Events and Membership 
committees, and Kelley was co-chair of the 
Events Committee and a member of the Com-
munity Enhancements and Historical Preserva-
tion Committee. Anne and Kelley dedicated 
countless hours to organizing successful 
events such as our Dumpster and Shredder 
events, Holiday Party in the Woods, Friday 
Night Lights and the annual meeting, among 
others. Jessica served as Chair and Editor of 
the Newsletter and Website Committee and, 
through incredible organization and meticu-
lous attention to detail, made the newslet-
ters and Association website the bastions of 
information they are today.

Thank you, Anne, Kelley and Jessica for your 
dedicated years of service.

Retiring RRLRAIA President Patrick Jarosinksi accepts a gift from Board member Gina Adams and 
newly-elected President Clark Parriott.   Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn



by Barbara Guarnieri

Dr. Kim Schatzel’s installation as Towson University’s 14th presi-
dent this September coincided with the 150th anniversary of the 
University’s founding. This set me to wondering how this Towson 
institution began, so I did 
some online investigat-
ing and thought I would 
share what I learned.

As it turns out, neither 
the location nor the 
name is 150 years old, 
but the institution that 
was established in 1865 
by the Maryland General 
Assembly dates back that 
far. Elected just as the 
U.S. Civil War was ending, 
the legislature was rife with radical Unionists eager to embrace 
the reforms of the Abolitionists. Among those was improvement 
of the public school system. They pushed through substantial 
modern educational reforms that created the position of the 
State Superintendent of Schools and a State Board of Education 
intended to advise and supervise county education boards. Prior 
to this, counties had determined their own curriculum, but the 

new law meant that teachers across Maryland would be trained to 
teach the same things to all students. As importantly, the reforms 
created what became known as the Maryland State Normal School. 
The term ‘normal’ derives from the French term ‘normale,’ meaning 
standardized or all held to the same norm. This new school would 

train teachers to adhere to statewide 
norms.

On January 2, 1865, under the 
shrewd eye of the first principal, 
McFadden Alexander Newell, 11 
students enrolled in the new classes 
at the Normal School at North Paca 
Street in Baltimore City. Newell 
taught core subjects such as English 
and mathematics while three other 
faculty members taught such subjects 
as drawing, music and calisthen-
ics. From the outset, the standard 

training course for elementary educators was set for two years in 
length. Newell believed that the best way to advance skills was 
by doing. In addition to lectures for the student teachers, he 
also opened what was known as a ‘model school’ located across 
the street where teachers-in-training could test their skills with 
real elementary students. Soon the first student body of Maryland 
Normal School proudly celebrated its first graduation. 

The teacher certification program grew in popularity and had to 
move three times in the next ten years. Finally, in 1876, the Gen-
eral Assembly approved construction of a permanent structure. The 
new building faced Lafayette Square on Carrollton and Lafayette 
Avenues and housed more than 206 students and eleven faculty 
members as well as the model school. The 1877 school catalog 
suggests the curriculum had expanded quite a bit to include 
classes in geometry, algebra, bookkeeping, physiology, natural 
philosophy, English literature, Latin, mental and moral philosophy, 
chemistry, botany, zoology, vocal music and drawing. Despite a 
robust curriculum, by the turn of the century Maryland could not 
keep up with demand for new elementary school teachers in the 
public school system. 

By 1900, the Maryland Department of Education was reporting a 
statewide need for 350 new teachers each year while the Normal 
School produced fewer than 100 graduates. Even with the addition 
of another normal school in Frostburg, the demand was not being 
met. In addition, the philosophy of teaching had progressed to 
include pedagogy, the concept that students should develop strong 
social and interpersonal skills to serve them well in the class-
room. Sarah Richmond, the Normal School principal in 1910, spent 
several years petitioning the Maryland legislature for a new school 
campus with facilities for boarding students. 

Principal Richmond finally won their vote in 1912, and a commit-
tee was formed to oversee site selection. The committee settled 
on an 88-acre parcel of land in Towson. The General Assembly 
approved a $600,000 budget for design, and construction began 
in 1913. The first three buildings faced the famed York Road 
Turnpike, which had long connected the port of Baltimore with 
southern Pennsylvania’s agricultural and commercial interests. One 
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The Course of Towson University

Stephens Hall under construction.  Photo courtesy Towson University



building contained classrooms, a library, the model school and fac-
ulty offices (Stephens Hall). The second building housed a dormi-
tory for women and a dining hall (Newell Hall). The third building 
was a power plant. Existing estate buildings on the acreage were 
re-purposed, including the elegant mansion known as Glen Esk, 
home of the previous owners 
of the property, which served 
as the Principal’s residence. 

When the Normal School 
moved into its new quarters in 
September 1915, what would 
the students have seen? Maps 
of the town are marked by 
large parcels of land whose 
farmsteads belonged to some 
of the County’s oldest fami-
lies — Chews, Offuts, Scotts, 
Bosleys, etc. In the center of 
town, small parcels contained 
smaller homes clustered about 
the County Courthouse and 
several nearby law offices. 
The Sheppard and Enoch Pratt 
Hospital sat on most of the land to the south and west of the new 
Normal School. Being largely underdeveloped, the nearby part of 
York Road Turnpike does not appear to have provided many neigh-
bors for the women in Newell Hall in 1915. 

The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad (affectionately known as 
Ma & Pa Railroad) operated steam engines through the rear of the 
school property connecting Baltimore to Hanover, Pennsylvania. 
The trains provided only commercial transport until passenger 
service was offered in 1925. An electrified street car line coursed 
its way the length of the York Road Turnpike and made several 
stops in Towson’s town center. The streetcar carved a sinuous 
course from Towson to Catonsville allowing access to the Normal 
School by commuters from across Baltimore all the way to Catons-
ville. It’s reasonable to think that this well-known transportation 
convenience made the site in Towson attractive and provided easy 
access to Baltimore City for the students.

As to closer sources of entertainment, aside from the Willis Drug 
Store at 400 York Road (currently a Subway sandwich shop) which 
also housed a small restaurant, there were few public distractions 
for the students in this largely rural community. Maybe that was 
the point! Physical activities and fine arts had been a part of the 
curriculum since the days of Principal Newell, and accounts sug-
gest that, not unlike today, sports and the arts were the students’ 
primary delights. Outdoor games, such as archery, tennis and 
croquet, and indoor pastimes, like poetry readings, piano, dance 
and theatrical performances, were all very popular. 

By 1915 the Normal School had intramural men’s and women’s 
basketball and men’s soccer. Horseback riding remained both a 
necessity as well as a leisure sport. A stable was located very 
near the current traffic circle in central Towson where horses were 
boarded and riding instruction was available. Horse trails streamed 
throughout neighboring lands, including along the Riderwood 
Ridge. And, of course, drawing and painting had long been a part 
of the curriculum and would likely have become even more attrac-
tive in the verdant rural landscape. Essentially, student activities 
were very similar to those of today, just ‘unplugged.’

The remainder of the Normal School’s history parallels the course 
of educational reforms in the U.S. throughout the 20th century. 
The School became a four-year accredited program (1934) and was 
renamed the Maryland State Teachers’ College. The model school, 
which had become quite popular with families from nearby Towson 

communities, acquired its own building and was 
named for Dr. Lida Lee Tall, the first principal 
to assume the title of president of the college. 
Eventually, middle and high school accreditation 
were also added to the curriculum. Continuing 
expansion of the academic programs meant more 
buildings were needed — a new library, new 
dormitories, a health center, a gymnasium, a clinic 
for childhood speech and hearing issues, an ap-
plied math laboratory, a radio station, a fine arts 
building, a sports stadium, a graduate school and 
an evening school among them. 

Acquiring yet another new name in 1976, Towson 
State University, the school offered by that time 
over 40 undergraduate majors and six masters 
programs. President Dr. James Fisher lobbied the 
legislature for the name change, hoping to distin-
guish the diverse course of studies and showcase 

the graduate level offerings. The gamble paid off when in 1985 
TSU was recognized in the U.S. News & World Report survey of 
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Come for coffee.
Stay for graduation.

Thursday, Jan. 12 
Tuesday, March 28 

9 to 11 am

@ F R I E N D S
First Look

The world needs what our children can do.
410.649.3211 • friendsbalt.org/admission
A  C O E D  I N D E P E N D E N T  P R E - K- 1 2  S C H O O L

Continued on p. 15

Maryland State Teachers College Commencement - 1935.   
Photo courtesy Towson University
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by Laura Shmerler

One of the characteristics 
of our neighborhood that 
makes it unique and special 
is that we have a number 
of institutions within our 
boundaries that have been 
around for decades. Good 
Shepherd School is one 
such institution. Located 
on the corner of Carroll-
ton and Boyce Avenues, 
Good Shepherd School has 
provided early learning 
programs for children ages 
12 months through 6 years 
since 1958. The school is 
beloved by many, including 
its teachers. In fact, two 
teachers, Peggy Utermohle 
and Alicia Conner, are each 
currently celebrating their 
25th year with the school. 
Stepping into either one 

of their classrooms, it is easy 
to see the mutual feelings of 
respect and adoration amongst 
the teachers, students and 
parents.

When I first walked into Peggy 
Utermohle’s pre-kindergarten 
class, I was struck by the busy, 
vibrant classroom full of energy 
and opportunities for learning. 
Peggy was on the floor with 
the children working through 
puzzles and games. As one may 
expect, the classroom had all of 
the traditional accoutrements of 
a pre-K classroom, including a 
play kitchen, dress-up clothes, 
blocks, puzzles, instruments, 
games, artwork on the walls and 
an alphabet tree. What makes 
Peggy’s class unique is the en-
ergy, enthusiasm and experience 
she brings to her students. 

Despite growing up in a family 

Neighborhood Gem – Good Shepherd School

Alicia Connor with her young students at Circle Time.  Photo courtesy Liz Meredith
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where her mother was the founder 
and director of Elmurst Preschool 
in Baltimore City, Peggy did not 
always aspire to be a preschool 
teacher. Instead, Peggy began her 
post-college years with a career 
in banking. However, even while 
working in the banking industry, 
she always veered towards work-
ing with kids. After reading the 
book All I Really Need to Know I 
Learned in Kindergarten by Robert 
Fulghum, Peggy decided to switch 
gears and went back to school 
to get her teaching certificate. 
Shortly thereafter, she interviewed 
at Good Shepherd and the rest, as 
they say, is history.

Throughout her time at Good 
Shepherd, Peggy has taught in 
the twos, threes, fours and pre-K 
classrooms. In addition, Peggy 
is the school’s science teacher. 
Peggy describes the science pro-
gram as “nature based” with an 
emphasis on caring and compas-
sion that mirrors the Church’s 

teachings of love for “all creatures great 
and small.”

Peggy’s classroom has many traditional 
aspects to it, however, she is also embrac-
ing current technology in her curriculum. 
She utilizes a Smart Board for short lessons 
as an extension to her curriculum. Peggy 
is quick to state that technology does not 
take anything away from the hands-on 
teaching and learning that young children 
want and need. In addition, and most 
recently, Peggy has begun using a phone 
app called ‘Homeroom’ through which she 
is able to send daily pictures and messages 
to her students’ parents. This method of 
communication has been overwhelmingly 
embraced. Peggy acknowledges that she 
must remain up-to-date with current tech-
nology in order to meet the needs of her 
students and their parents.

Stepping into Alicia Conner’s room can 
best be described as walking into a young 
child’s ultimate playroom. There is some-
thing for everyone: trucks, cars, dolls, a 
housekeeping area, books, musical in-
struments, an easel with paint, balls and Peggy Utermohle engaging her pre-K students in a discussion 

of shapes.   Photo courtesy Liz Meredith
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Neighborhood Gem — Good Shepherd School
puzzles. When I arrived, Alicia was teaching her parent-child class 
called Little Lambs. There were nine toddlers and their parent/
caregiver enjoying the games, toys and conversation. Alicia de-
scribes this particular class as one which provides an opportunity 
to build community amongst the children and caregivers allowing 
the children to play and much-needed time for the caregivers to 
ask questions and socialize. 

Unlike Peggy, Alicia has always worked with young children. She 
received her undergraduate degree in early childhood and art 
education. Alicia came to Good Shepherd School in 1992 by simply 
answering an ad in the local paper. Her first position at Good 
Shepherd was as Peggy Utermohle’s assistant. 

Alicia enjoys working with the younger children, from toddlers to 
three years old. She finds this work particularly gratifying as she 
is witness to “tremendous growth in the children.” Alicia stresses 
that her Mommy and Me classes provide education for the children 
and caregivers. Each class includes a ‘Rainbow Question’ where the 
caregivers explore and discuss parenting ideas and strategies. 

Alicia is also the school’s art teacher and director of the sum-
mer camp. As the art teacher, Alicia works with every child at the 

school. She has the children participating in art from the very 
beginning. I witnessed a young child, barely able to hold a paint-
brush, proudly painting a piece of easel paper. It is clear from the 
artwork covering the walls of the school that the art program is 
a hallmark of the school’s curriculum and one that all students 
embrace. 

When asked why she has stayed at Good Shepherd for most of her 
career, without hesitation Alicia states that Good Shepherd is a 
very supportive community where everyone supports each other 
and will go the extra mile to help others. She cannot imagine be-
ing anywhere else. Almost immediately it is easy to see that Alicia 
is a humble, patient and loving teacher. She takes the lead from 
her students, lovingly interacts with them and, most importantly, 
provides a safe and nurturing environment for the children in their 
first school experience.

Both Peggy and Alicia are neighborhood gems. They have given 
their time, talent and energy to improving countless lives within 
our community. Good Shepherd Preschool is lucky to have such 
talented and accomplished teachers as is the greater Ruxton-
Riderwood community. 

Courtesy Rachel Seba

There are few dishes that are more perfect for a cold evening than 
chicken and dumplings. A bit more effort than a typical weeknight 
supper, this dish is ideal for thawing out after a day of winter 
activity.

Serves 4-6

1 medium onion, 
minced

2 carrots, minced
1/3 bell pepper, 
minced

2 stalks celery, 
minced

3 cloves garlic, 
minced

2-3 pounds chicken, 
cut into pieces

7-8 tablespoons but-
ter, divided

2 cups chicken stock

2 cups water

1 teaspoon thyme

2 1/3 cups flour, divided

1 tablespoon baking powder

1 cup milk

Salt and pepper

Sprinkle chicken with salt and pepper. Put it in batches into a 
heavy, deep pot with four tablespoons of butter. Place as many 
pieces in pan as possible and cook, turning once until golden. 
Remove chicken to platter and cook remaining chicken, removing 
to platter when done. 

Add the onions, celery, 
carrots and peppers. 
Cook on medium heat 
three to five minutes 
until vegetables have 
softened. Add garlic. 
Cook an additional three 
minutes. Add 3/4 cup of 
flour, stirring constantly 
for one minute. Slowly 
add chicken stock and 
water. Add thyme. 

In separate bowl, 
combine two cups of 
flour, baking powder 
and 3/4 teaspoon of salt. 
In separate saucepan, 
melt three tablespoons 
of butter in milk. When 
this reaches a simmer 
add it to the dry ingre-
dients. 

Stir with a fork until the mixture comes together. Divide dough 
into about 18 puffy dumplings. Roll each into a ball and add to 
the chicken dish. 

Cover and simmer 10 minutes or until dough is cooked through.

Chicken and Dumplings
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Towson’s month-long WinterFest, sponsored by the Towson Cham-
ber of Commerce, has something for everyone. For more details go 
to www.towsonchamber.com or call 410-825-1144. 

Baltimore County Tree Lighting
When: Friday, December 2, 6–8 p.m.

Location: 1 West Joppa Road  
(near Towson Circle)

Festivities include a tree lighting 
ceremony, opening of Santa’s 
Workshop and Santa’s arrival  
by fire truck.

Breakfast with Frosty
When: Saturday, December 3,  

8–10 a.m.

Location: Souris’ Saloon, 537 York 
Road (Towson Circle).

Come out and meet the famous 
snowman! Enjoy breakfast with 
Frosty and your family. Ages 2-9 
$7; ages 10+ $14. Reservation 
recommended.

Santa’s Workshop & Movie
When: Saturday, December 3,  

9:30–11:00 a.m.

Location: 1 E. Joppa Road  
(Towson Circle)

Kids can create holiday gifts at Santa’s 
Craft Workshop and watch the 
holiday classic movie Frosty the 
Snowman beginning  
at 10 a.m.

Fire & Ice and Christmas Tree Judging
When: Friday, December 9, 6–9 p.m.

Rain date: December 16

Location: Downtown Towson

View ice sculptures located around Downtown Towson. There 
will also be street performers, Christmas tree judging and free 
s’mores. Locations will be listed at www.towsonchamber.com.

Breakfast with Grinch
When: Saturday, December 10, 8–10 a.m.

Location: Charles Village Pub, 19 W. Pennsylvania Avenue

For a memorable holiday breakfast, bring your kids to eat along 
with the holiday character the Grinch. Ages 2-9 $7; ages 10+ 
$14. Reservation recommended.

Santa’s Workshop  
& Movie
When: Saturday,  
December 10, 9:30–11 a.m.

Location: 1 E. Joppa Road 
(Towson Circle)

Kids can create holiday gifts  
at Santa’s Craft Workshop and 
watch the holiday classic movie  
How The Grinch Stole Christmas  
beginning at 10 a.m.

Ho Ho Ho Happy Hours
When: Thursdays December 1, 8, 
15 and 22, starting at 5 p.m.

Join the fun and celebrate the 
holiday season on Thursday 
evenings at one of the many 
participating bars and restaurants 
that will be offering drink and 
food specials.

Men’s Shopping Night
When: Thursday,  
December 15, 5 p.m.

Location: Locally-owned shops in Downtown Towson

These shops will offer specials and promotions and help you  
select the perfect gift. Staff at Souris’ Saloon will wrap your 
gifts for free.

Local Winter Celebrations

RRLRAIA’s Holiday Party in the Woods
When: Saturday, December 17, 4 p.m.

Location: Old rugby field, Ruxton

Details on page 4
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Properties sold from June – October 2016

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group of Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage and the Maryland State Department of Assessments  
and Taxation

Address List Price  soLd Price

8303 Alston Road 350,000 350,000

900 Applewood Lane 648,000 648,000

7815 Ballston Road  320,000

7206 Bellona Avenue 2,150,000 2,025,000

6105 Buckingham Manor Drive  409,000

6108 Buckingham Manor Drive  400,000

6114 Buckingham Manor Drive 429,000 408,000

8221 Carrbridge Court 430,000 425,000

8225 Carrbridge Circle 560,000 550,000

620 Chestnut Avenue 1,199,000 1,021,075

1713 Circle Road 834,000 775,000

1209 Fairfield Avenue 235,000 235,000
 

 
 
 
Address List Price  soLd Price

10131 Falls Road  522,000

8107 Halton Road  450,000

6 Hollins Avenue 1,599,000 1,549,000

10 Hume Court 459,900 430,000

1407 Jeffers Road 289,900 284,000

8219 Jeffers Circle 314,900 309,250

1103 W. Joppa Road  540,000

1436 W. Joppa Road 1,600,000 1,600,000

1709 W. Joppa Road 199,000 150,000

2111 W. Joppa Road 499,900 490,000

1712 Killington Road 575,000 540,000

1223 Lake Avenue  266,000

6023 Lakeview Road  525,000

1810 Landrake Road  1,050,000

1812 Landrake Road (lot)  275,000

1420 Locust Avenue 895,000 880,000

22 Malibu Court 539,995 531,500

1206 Malvern Avenue 2,180,000 2,000,000

22 Meadow Road 850,000 850,000

7811 Overbrook Road  750,000

540 Piccadilly Road 389,000 385,000

6210 Pleasant View Avenue 299,000 285,000

8010 Rider Avenue 425,000 425,000

8111 Rider Avenue 370,000 370,000

1213 Robin Hood Circle 369,500 355,000

19 Roland Court 1,195,000 1,195,000

1008 Rolandvue Road 799,000 799,000

1016 Rolandvue Road 648,000 634,000

1602 Ruxton Court 399,900 399,900

7918 Ruxway Road 617,500 603,500

7900 Ruxwood Road  2,500,000

409 Terrace Way 259,900 230,000

821 Trafalgar Road 429,900 415,000

1400 Valley Crest Avenue 334,900 325,000

1706 Willow Avenue 339,900 321,000

1421 Wine Spring Lane 2,350,000 1,950,000

We provide you and your family  
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE..

from eye glasses, contact lenses, 
and exams  through medical  
eye problems and surgery

...all at one office for over 30 years.

Better  
Vision  
for a 

Brighter 
Tomorrow

Ruxton Towers  
Eye Associates
Ruxton Towers • Suite 104 • 8415 Bellona Lane   
Towson, Maryland 21204 • 410-828-9270 • www.ruxtoneye.com

OPHTHALMOLOGY 

OPTOMETRY 

OPTICIANRY

Come meet 
Dr. Erin Lee, 
our newest 

doctor!



15

Kids Corner — Favorite 
Winter Traditions
Hot chocolate by the fire after sledding or skiing.  
Wes S., age 11

Cutting down the Christmas tree Thanksgiving weekend.  
Shep S., age 13

When it snows, if my brother and I shovel the driveway, 
we get hot chocolate and a trip to the bookstore for a new 
book. One year, it snowed five times! Parker K., age 8

Sledding in our back yard!  
Davis B., age 9, Huston B., age 6, and Macey B., age 6

On Christmas Eve, we make a big family dinner of choucroute 
garnie (sauerkraut and sausage), which is French, and sticky 
toffee pudding, which is English. Brooks K., age 11

Driving around the neighborhood and checking out all of the 
Christmas lights! Nellie B., age 15

Going to the lighting of the Washington Monument in Mount 
Vernon. Hadley M., age 14

best colleges as a top ten 
regional university and 
in 1995 as a ‘best sticker 
price’ contender. In 1997, 
Towson dropped ‘State’ 
from its name and official-
ly became Towson Univer-
sity. This change gave the 
school its own identity 
separate from other col-
leges within the University 
System of Maryland. It 
remains today the second 
largest public university in 
Maryland and the largest in the Baltimore area.

Towson University has continued to elevate its academic profile 
regionally, nationally and internationally. The current student 
population is drawn from more than 30 states and 80 countries, 
though 75% of the student population is still from Maryland. To 
house and educate this growing student body, more than 14 build-
ings have been constructed since 2000. Several additional doctoral 
programs have joined the comprehensive 63 undergraduate and 44 
graduate programs. There are now seven academic colleges within 

the university: Business and Economics, Health Professions, Educa-
tion, Liberal Arts, Fine Arts and Communications, Science and 
Mathematics and an Honors College. 

Towson University is clearly 
an evolving and important 
asset to our community. 
President Schatzel takes the 
helm of a widely acclaimed 
university that began in a 
rented city building in 1865 
with 11 students and now 
offers a hugely diverse cur-
riculum and graduates more 
than 6,000 students a year! 

Information for this article was 
culled from articles including:

Towson University History,  
libraries.towson.edu/spcoll/narrative.cfm

Chronology of Towson University History,  
libraries.towson.edu/spcoll/chronology.cfm

Towson University,  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Towson_University#History

www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/11060/Baltimore+County+1915/

The Course of Towson University
Continued from page 9

New logo used to celebrate 150 years.  Photo courtesy Towson University



by Shannon Putman

By now everyone has heard the news, but it is still passed on 
enthusiastically and routinely. “Did you hear? Trader Joe’s is mov-
ing to Kenilworth!” Eager home cooks, anticipating the ease of 
purchasing Trader Joe’s signature food, welcome the move to The 
Shops at Kenilworth with its abundance of parking and conve-
nient location. Trader 
Joe’s will not be the 
only addition to this 
iconic mall, with many 
new retail stores and 
restaurants anticipated 
with the completion of 
its renovations in the 
spring of 2018. Green-
berg Gibbons Commer-
cial Corporation (GGCC), 
the local developer who purchased The Shops at Kenilworth in 
September 2014, has grand plans to revitalize both the interior 
and exterior with impressive front and side entries, increased natu-
ral light and exterior seating. The $20 million renovation involves 
four phases over a two-year period. The first phase involved relo-
cating Stebbins Anderson to the first floor, moving the escalator 
housed internally in the former space and readying the first floor 

for Stebbins Anderson and Stebbins for Her. The second phase, 
completed in the fall of 2016, involved extensive exterior work 
with a new entrance on the second floor deck facing Kenilworth 
Drive, warm wood features on the external walls and preparation of 
space for Trader Joe’s and Kenilworth Wine & Spirits. Phase three, 
occurring in the spring of 2017, will upgrade and renovate the 

current interior 
of the mall which 
last saw a facelift 
in 2000. The goal 
is to maintain 
the casual family 
atmosphere while 
also modernizing 
and enhancing the 
ambient décor. 
The plans involve 
new tile floor-

ing, windows, railing to the pedestrian walkways on the second 
floor, furniture for interior seating and a redesigned fountain with 
a more elegant water feature. The final phase includes an expan-
sion between Italian Gardens and South Moon Under to house 
an upscale marketplace with small food stations. The developer 
describes this as “a contemporary Belvedere Square, but smaller” 
with expectations of diverse and local food options and exterior 
patio seating. 

GGCC is familiar with the success of developing mixed-use retail 
space anchored by high-end grocery stores as demonstrated by its 
award winning ventures with Hunt Valley Towne Centre anchored 
by Wegmans and its latest project, Foundry Row in Owings Mills 
with another Wegmans. GGCC understands the ability of a grocery 
store to draw people to a shopping center more than once or 
twice a week which inevitably increases foot traffic to other stores 
within the center. Trader Joe’s will complete its store renovations 
in the spring of 2017, encompassing a 12,400 square foot space  
(500 square feet more than its current location in Towson). With 
the larger floor plan and increased parking, many people will be 
thrilled.

Kenilworth Wine & Spirits will occupy the remainder of the second 
floor remodel. Encompassing nearly 5,000 square feet, it will be 
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EDDIESOFROLANDPARK.COM

OUTSTANDING SERVICE • PERSONAL SHOPPING 
GOURMET TO GO • DELIVERY • CATERING  

From great eats to sweet treats, Eddie’s has a unique selection 

of tastes from the region and beyond. It’s the flavor with flair 

that neighborhood families have savored for generations.

BALTIMORE’S GOURMET GROCER
• SINCE 1944 •

5113 Roland Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21210  

410-323-3656  

Mon-Sat 8-7, Sun 9-6

6213 N. Charles Street 

Baltimore, MD 21212  

410-377-8040

Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-7

KEEPING THE NEIGHBORHOOD DELICIOUS

Rendering of the planned renovation.  Rendering courtesy JP2 Architects, LLC

The Shops at Kenilworth – A Revitalization



both a full-service wine bar and a retail space. The store promises 
a large selection of hand-picked wines with more than a hun-
dred bottles available for less than $15. Craft beers from local 
and international distilleries, seasonal microbrews and growlers 
for small batch spirits will also be available. Wine tastings with 
food will be offered weekly. Outdoor seating will be an enticing 
option for those who want to enjoy their wine and edibles in nice 
weather. Expect to see a mixture of other new stores in the mall 
over the next year including a signature restaurant and a variety of 
retailers. Liza Byrd Boutique, known for its bright, stylish cloth-
ing for girls and women, and Wilkes and Riley, reputed to offer the 
highest quality, classically styled menswear, are two of the latest 
stores to open their doors.

What has not changed? Stebbins Anderson for one. This locally-
owned small department store first opened its doors in 1867 in 
Baltimore and was one of the original anchor stores when the 
building opened in 1979. In its new location, it continues to retail 
unique housewares, gifts, seasonal décor and indoor/outdoor 
furniture. It still offers an array of hardware and a full line of Ben-
jamin Moore paints. The helpful staff remains in place to educate, 
assist and answer questions. The train show still attracts young 
and old alike and Santa is still available for annual photographs. 

In the spring, the flower show will be featured and summer movie 
offerings will follow. GGCC is fond of the customer base who al-
ready utilizes The Shops at Kenilworth and sees the renovations as 
adding comfort and interest for families living locally. 
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Trader Joe’s proposed façade.  Rendering courtesy JP2 Architects, LLC

The new entrance to Stebbins Anderson.  Photo courtesy Peggy Squitieri

Dangling Wires 
Becoming a Nuisance?
Residents who have switched cable/internet providers or who 
have given up a land line are informing us that unsightly ex-
cess or unneeded wires have not been removed or have been 
left hanging from a pole and/or house.   

Although we can’t promise anything, our Enhancements 
Committee is attempting to gather and organize information 
from the community to present to Comcast, Verizon and other 
providers and ask that this issue be addressed.  We hope that 
if we present them with organized information, it will make it 
more efficient — and therefore more likely — that the wires 
will be addressed. 

Please send your name, address and a brief description of 
your issue to office@rrlraia.org or call us at 410-494-7757 
and we’ll see what we can do.
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Dr. John T. Aumiller
Peter Belitsos

Bellona Lane Orthopaedic Associates
Blakehurst

Brightwood Club Assn., Inc.
Burdette, Koehler, Murphy  

& Associates Inc.
Church of the Good Shepherd

Coppermine Fieldhouse
DW Kozera, Inc., Engineer

Earth Wood & Fire
Engel Law Group, PC

Falls Road Running Store
Graul’s Market

Graul’s Wine and Spirit Shop
Hall & Co.

Hoffberger Moving Services
Hunt’s Memorial United Church

J. McLaughlin
Kittredge Properties

Kleenize Rug Cleaners
Mission Helpers of the Sacred Heart

Needles and Threads of Ruxton
Pickersgill Retirement Community

Princeton Sports
Pro Lawn Plus, Inc.

Rutland Beard Florist
Ruxton Animal Hospital

Ruxton Car Care
Ruxton Tower Eye Associates

Ruxton Towers/Wallace Campbell
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sheppard Pratt
Simply Beautiful Flowers

Studio 1 Pilates n Movement, LLC
Sunnyfields Cabinetry

The Davey Tree Expert Company
The Mitre Box, LLC

The Perfect Gourmet
Trinity Life

Yerman Witman Gaines of Berkshire 
Hathaway Homesale Realty

Thank You, 2016 Patrons
We appreciate the support of our Patrons each year and  

encourage you to support these good neighbors.
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In October RRLRAIA hosted another Shredder/E-Cycling event.  It 
was well-attended and much appreciated by many residents who 

disposed of years’ worth of saved documents and electronics that 
were taking up space in garages and basements. Although the 

event was not lim-
ited to dues-paying 
members, it was 
the Association’s 
dues that funded 
the event. Over 
7,800 pounds of 
paper were shred-
ded — just 200 
pounds less than 
the shredder truck’s 
capacity! Based 
on Office Depot’s 
charge of $0.99 per 
pound for shred-
ding, this event 
saved our residents 
over $7,700 — a 
great return on an 

annual $75 dues investment. Hopefully this event and the many 
other services RRLRAIA provides will encourage you to join or 
continue your commitment to RRLRAIA. It was great to meet so 
many of our members and to put faces with names of our long-time 
supporters!

Shredder/E-Cycling Event Saves Residents Over $7,700! 

Residents begin lining up to shred their unwanted documents.   
Photo courtesy John Baer

Eddie of ESS Recycling helps load the e-cycling 
truck.  Photo courtesy Clark Parriott
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Royal Farms Plans for West Joppa Road Store
Royal Farms is moving forward with plans to improve its store at 
the corner of W. Joppa and Thornton Roads. Royal Farms acquired 
the long-vacant blue house, located immediately to the east of 
its store, which will allow for reconfiguration and improvement of 
ingress, egress, traffic flow and provide additional parking on the 
site. One of RRLRAIA’s goals in Community Plan 2020 is to im-
prove commercial areas within our boundaries. To this end we met 
with representatives of Royal Farms for over a year and together 
came up with plans for:  

n Extensive new landscape plantings

n New signage on the building with a more attractive, free-
standing sign supported by brick clad posts (with an agreement 
that there will be no electronic changeable copy signage now or 
in the future)

n Discontinuation of temporary retail signage, including signs for 
cigarettes

n New light poles and installation of new LED cut-off light fixtures 
in the parking lot to enhance security and to minimize light 
spillover on adjacent properties

n Upgrades to the rear façade

Other items of interest are:

n The property is located in a riverine floodplain, so Baltimore 
County will not allow any building expansion or the addition of 
any fuel pumps on site.  Additionally, the building cannot be 
relocated or reconfigured for the same reason.

n The hours of operation will remain 5 a.m. to midnight.  The 
lights for the rear parking area will be on a separate circuit 
breaker with a timer to dim those lights when the store closes.  
The current lighting around the store will be kept on, without 
dimming, for security purposes.

n Storm water management facilities will be installed on the site 
to manage the new impervious area.

n The store’s current security system will be upgraded to include 
camera coverage for the rear parking area when those parking 
spaces are added.

n In an effort to cut down on the litter that finds its way into 
neighborhoods and the nearby stream, the dumpster will be 
relocated to the northwest portion of the property and enclosed. 

n Royal Farms’ employees will park in the rear parking lot to free 
up spaces in the front of the store and to minimize activity 
adjacent to neighbors in the rear of the store.

Copies of the concept plans are available for your review at the 
Rider House across from the Riderwood Post Office.
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by Lauren Madsen

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus 
planipennis), a fatal pest to one 
of the most common trees in 
our wooded neighborhoods, has 
been officially confirmed by the 
Maryland Department of Agricul-
ture as now active in Baltimore 
County. Residents should be 
vigilant about taking preventa-
tive action this spring to deter 
this exotic, invasive species before infestations prove fatal or, 
alternatively, consider removing all ash trees from their property. 
“It’s something everyone needs to pay attention to,” explained 
Paul Thomas of Scientific Plant Service (http://spsonline.com/
sps/). “The big thing here is that the emerald ash borer is coming 
our way, and it’s going to get a lot worse before it gets better.”

The emerald ash borer is a ½-inch long, emerald green, metallic-
colored beetle native to Asia that was accidentally introduced to 
the midwestern U.S. in 2002. The pest has been slowly spreading 
across Maryland since 2006, preying on the ash species, which is 
the most common tree species in Maryland, accounting for 10% 
of the total tree population of the state. The trees are found in 
forests throughout western Maryland and are used as a common 
landscaping species in Baltimore County. Chances are, if you have 
trees, you have an ash on your property.

The insects, while in their larvae stage, bore into the trunk of the 
ash tree, where they overwinter and mature, all the while feeding 
on the inner bark of the host, causing internal damage that dis-
rupts the tree’s water and nutrient transport system. Adult beetles 
emerge in the spring, leaving telltale D-shaped holes in their 
wake, and then feed on foliage in the upper canopy of the tree. 
By the time an ash tree begins to lose foliage and appears sick, it 
already suffers from a widespread, possibly fatal internal infesta-
tion. Once more than about 40% of a tree’s canopy has died, the 
ash is usually beyond saving. 

Jonathan Kays, a forester with the University of Maryland and 
author of The Woods in Your Back-
yard, says the coming infestation will 
destroy most of the ash trees in its 
path. “It’s a major change that will 
result in the loss of the species,” he 
explains. One of the biggest concerns 
is that residents will put off preventa-
tive treatment and then hesitate to 
remove infested tress under the mis-
guided hope that the tree will eventu-
ally recover. He notes that once an 
infestation takes hold, the tree quickly 
becomes a safety hazard as large limbs 
and branches begin to fall during 
storms. Once a tree is dead, most tree 
service companies will only remove 
it with the use of a costly crane to 
ensure the safety of their employees. 

“Cutting down infested trees immediately or protect-
ing them from infestation with targeted, and often 
expensive, insecticides is crucial,” Kays says. 

If you would like to save the ash trees on your 
property, early preventative action is key. It’s more ef-
fective, both in terms of cost and controlling the pest, 
to take protective action rather than attempt to treat 
trees once they have already suffered an outbreak. The 
first line of defense to prevent infestation is a profes-
sionally applied insecticide drench (such as Merit®) 
around the base of the tree annually in early spring 
or mid-fall. After an outbreak takes hold, the only 

curative treatment is a more invasive and more costly professional 
injection of insecticide into the trunk by drilling holes through the 
tree’s bark. However, the efficacy of this second type of treatment 
depends on the tree’s ability to transport the insecticide through-
out its trunk and limbs. If the vascular system of the tree has 
been too severely damaged, the treatment will fail.

For more information about the emerald ash borer, please visit the 
Maryland Department of Agriculture website (http://mda.mary-
land.gov/plants-pests/Pages/eab_identification.aspx). 

Jonathan Kays was the guest speaker at RRLRAIA’s annual meeting held 
in the Lake Roland Nature Center on September 28.

Residents Beware: The Emerald Ash Borer Has Arrived!

Adult emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis)    
Photo courtesy Leah Bauer, USDA Forest Service Northern Research Station 

Ash tree damaged by the 
emerald ash borer.  Photo courtesy 
Daniel Herms, The Ohio State University
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by Courtney Middelton

A good time was had by all at the RRLRAIA fall street 
clean! On Saturday, September 17, nine volunteers met 
at the Brooklandville Fire Station on Falls Road to help 
pick up trash from some of our neighborhood’s ma-
jor roadways. 
Organized by 
RRLRAIA Board 
member Carlton 
Sexton, the street 
clean was one of 
several that take 
place during the 
spring and fall. 
It’s quite amazing 
what some people 
choose to dispose 
of along Old 
Court and Falls 
Roads — includ-
ing items such as 
coolers, clothing, 
signage, count-
less beer bottles, 
cardboard boxes, 
belt buckles and 
household appli-
ances. Sixteen 
large bags of 

trash were collected by the volunteer crew on that sunny morning. 
For more information on future street clean events, as well as ac-
companying stream clean efforts, visit www.rrlraia.org. Come join 
us as we help keep our neighborhood roadways and streams clean 
and beautiful! It feels great to accomplish so much in an hour  
or two!

Neighbor Dorsey Campbell is all smiles after 
cleaning up a large section of Falls Road.  
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton  

Another Successful Street Clean

RRLRAIA Board member Courtney 
Middelton proudly displays her new-
found Ford belt buckle.  
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton  

RRLRAIA Board member Laura Shmerler 
tackling Falls Road around Meadowood 
Park.  
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton  

RRLRAIA Board member Art Arthur stops for a photo op 
while wading through the weeds. 
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton  

Neighbors Kim Studeman and Grace Watts looking fierce as they 
display their loot. 
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton  
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by Rachel Seba

Traffic on Falls Road between Ruxton Road and Old Pimlico Road 
is brisk, but not so much that 
neighbors aren’t aware of the 
natural resources they are driving 
past as they skirt Lake Roland. 
This popular park is a wonder-
ful refuge for families interested 
in enjoying the wooded outdoor 
trails and waterways in our back-
yard. 

Less well known, however, is that 
one of the best trout environ-
ments in the state lies directly 
across the street from an unof-
ficial park entrance on this busy 
stretch of Falls Road. This summer 
a successful restoration project 
has revitalized the area to make 
it even better. A team of environmental stewards has worked for 
nearly nine years to bring this publicly-owned land back to its 
natural state and deliver a larger, healthier watershed.

The story begins in the 1980s when the Rockland Bleach and Dye 
Works, the oldest corporation in Baltimore County, was experi-
encing flooding in its facility on Falls Road just south of Ruxton 
Road. Too often the stream abutting its property overflowed, 
causing issues for the company. As was — and still is — often 
done, the stream was converted to a concrete channel to encour-
age a faster water flow and deter flooding. Unfortunately, this 
did not alleviate the problem, so the company decided to move 
to Baltimore City rather than continue to battle the stream. The 
city bought the property, and the company moved its corporate 
headquarters to a new location farther south.

For many years the channel remained as it was, but in 2007 Jim 
Gracie, President of Brightwater, Inc., an environmental con-
sulting group, noticed the property for two reasons. First, the 
stream was very close to its headwaters, near the current site 
of the Greenspring Valley Hunt Club, and was already in pretty 
good shape. Restoring the area would benefit the entire system 
downstream. More importantly, the site of the old dye works was 
publicly owned, unusual for that part of the watershed. Gracie felt 
the site represented an opportunity to bring the stream back to its 
natural state and bring back a vibrant ecosystem.

Gracie first found a partner in Trout Unlimited, a national conser-
vation group dedicated to protecting and restoring coldwater fish-
eries and their watersheds. The team successfully obtained a grant 
to develop and implement a plan to restore the stream. Plans were 
drawn up and approved, but the bureaucracy of Baltimore City 
proved to be too much, and time on the grant funding ran out 
before the plan could be brought to life. Undeterred, Gracie turned 
to Blue Water Baltimore, a conservation organization focused on 
cleaning up Baltimore’s rivers, streams and harbor. Together, they 
won a new grant to implement the approved plan. 

This past summer, residents have seen the fruits of Gracie’s efforts 
as crews from Environmental Quality Resources worked to remove 

the concrete, deepen the stream bed and add natural obstacles to 
the stream. The waterway will now meander over logs and rocks 

to create deeper pools for trout and other 
wildlife and improve the overall water qual-
ity downstream. Grant funding for this project 
came from the state’s Chesapeake and Atlan-
tic Coastal Bays Trust Fund, itself funded by 
revenue generated from rental car and gasoline 
taxes.

Part of an even larger and more ambitious 
vision, Gracie and other organizers hope this 
site can become a public access point to the 
Jones Falls and possibly become a section of a 
future hiking trail joining the Lake Roland trail 
system to Meadowood Regional Park. There are 
currently no formal plans for this trail exten-
sion, but according to Gracie, the Department 
of Recreation and Parks in Baltimore County is 
open to the idea.

For now, residents can be reassured that this latest restoration 
project will safeguard the part of the watershed closest to our 
neighborhood, bringing renewed wildlife and thriving greenery 
to a once-barren area. Thanks to volunteers with a sharp eye for 
environmental opportunities, the area is improved, restored and 
another reason to enjoy living within our vibrant community.

Falls Road Construction Brings Restored Trout Stream

The Jones Falls stream restoration is a stream chan-
nel realignment to restore natural stream conditons to a 
degraded section of the Jones Falls. 
Photo courtesy Blue Water Baltimore
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