Naturalist's Corner

Butterflies and Moths in the Serpentine Barrens by Peter Lev
Jim Young, Ph.D. conducted a Lepidoptera--moth and butterfly- study in the serpentine barrens of Lake Roland in Spring and
Summer of 2019.

Jim is a curator at the U.S. National Museum
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The purpose of the study was to see what

moths and butterflies were using the serpentine barrens in the
southwest corner of the park.

East Coast serpentine barrens,

featuring plants that can tolerate metal-rich soil, are considered a
globally rare ecosystem.

It’s likely that uncommon and rare

insects are part of this ecosystem.

And though North American

butterflies have been thoroughly studied, the same is not true for the many, many species of moths. Jim, working
as a volunteer, made eleven evening visits to the serpentine barrens, and five daytime visits.
Debbie Terry made two additional daytime visits.

Butterfly expert

This resulted in a very impressive list of 383 taxa of

Lepidoptera. Jim’s report lists the moths and butterflies by Latin name, which is useful for scientists but less
interesting to general readers like me. There were some rarities—for example, a couple of moths that are expected
in southern Virginia but not Maryland. We are holding back on rarity information until Jim has an opportunity to
publish his results in a scientific journal. The Lepidoptera study was sponsored by Lake Roland Nature Council as
part of a serpentine barrens restoration plan being prepared by consultant Roger Latham, Ph. D.

Roger, a leading

expert on serpentine barrens, is
compiling data from the
Lepidoptera study, a plant
inventory, various kinds of
mapping, etc., in order to make
recommendations about
sustaining and enhancing Lake
Roland’s serpentine area. Jim
Young’s work is valuable to
Roger and has the extra,
important benefit of adding to
our knowledge of moths and
butterflies in Maryland.
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