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)eserz‘ed Hollins Station
)n Banks Of Lake Roland

oday Is Is Almost Forgo
Ago Il Was The Scene
The Junction Of Two R

)’ land, screened by hills on three
es, stands Hollins |Station, empty
d forgotten, A mile up the lakd those
wing sections of Ruston and Rider-
od are spreading out their lawns and
aveled roads, and gradually they are
ming nearer to Holling, threatening
destroy it.

Hollins is {he junction where the
cen Spring Valley braneh joins with
e roaud to Parkton, York and Harris-
rg. The triangle of red brick plat-
'm still extends its wide hospitality
one side to the Green Spring tracks
d on the other to the Iarrisburg
1cks, bul today it« hospilality is sel.
m utilized,

BLINDS PULLED DOWN
The station itself is a rectangul
llow woaden structure with red by
imneys and a flat roof. Behind the
ilding, facing the lake, & wooden
nee incloses & yard which leads up to
e kitchen door aind several smaller
ildings. But all the doors are locked
d yvellow blinds are pulled down over
e windows as if to shot out from
ing eves t*  emptiness within, Per-
ns, too, the Blinds geek ta shut in
mnon'w of a life and activiry which
e filled those halls,

In the bright sunlight Hollins is
attractive, even hideous. bhut on
nonlight nights, with the light from
e siznal tower reflected in its win-
ws, if. stauds Jike a specier, pictures-
e and forbidding. One wonders nbout
e stories that. it knows hut ecunnot
1. st ovies of the daxs when ihe Dlinds
rre up and the doors apen, when bag-
ze earts rattled over the ved briek
atform and the station master’s voice
hoed in the waiting rooms,

WAS RELAY STATION

A hundred years ago, when the
ant. locomotives of (oday were still
nknown, and horses drew the cars
om  Baltimore, Hollins was known
s Relay station, or Relay house, 1t
as the first objective of the Balti-
ore and Susquehanna railroad, when
t July 4, 1831, that road sent omt
om_ Ballimore its horse-drawn ears,
Over a single wooden track the ears
1w from Baltimore to Relay and hack
rain. Ahout a xear later a branch
ne was extended from Relay {o the
reenn Spring Hotel, seven or eight
iles  up the valley townrd West-
inster, and in 1854 thisGreen Spring
ranch came under the control of the
Vestern Maryland Railway,

BUSY DAYS

Thase were busy days
he Novthern Central, which latee he-
ame  the DPennsylvania, hauled the
Vestern Maryland cars ont from Bal-
imore ta this Junction, whepe the
Vostern Maryland locomotive would
e waiting 10 take up  the valley
ranch, Behind Relas station, wherve
nly a grass plot stands now, was a
trn table and engine house, Uhe turn
able was important, for without i
nzines coming down the valley would
ave mno way of tfurning around for
he wpward jonrney,

Relay therefore hecame an impor-
ant. eenter, the Junetion of two roads,
nd there was mueh hustling and noise
nd waiting abour of engineers and
rakemen, The station was used as
, hotel or {avern also, and meals and
- night's lodging eould he had there,
assengers could spend the night, foo,
utt, for the most part it was railvoad
men  who availed themselves™ ol the
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assured, but when these factors he.
eame local history Hollins became his-
tory with them.

Until the coming of. the antomobile
the other loeal stations hoasted of a
considerable number of passengers, for
the suburbs hehind them were growing
rapidly. But the suburbs bark of Hol-
lings were not growing: one eannot
build on the waters of a lnke or on the
side of a stony hill.

END OF SERVICE

Of course the residents of the neigh-
borhood still used the station and came
there mornings and  afternoons  for
their mail. The station master lived in
Ihe building, but the reasons for its ex-
istence were gone, and the growth of
the automobile was all that was needed
1o erush ont its life completely,

On October 1, 1926, the azent at
Hollins was transferred and the sta-
tion was closed, Today loeal trains
will stop at Hollins for a stray passen-
zer, but only seldom does such an event
oceur, In the stillness by the lnke the
~(nlmn seems o he meditating on the
sness of fame and the events of
ng years, until it is aroused mo-
mentarily by the roar of a Harrishiryg
pIpress,

pporiunity,
BRANCH 'I'RANSFERRED

The Westorn Maryland officials had
nken over the Green Spring hranch
m the condition that il they decided
4 huild an independent line into Ral-
nmm-n the Green Spring hranch would
retransferred to the Northern Cen-
al. They did build an independent
line. aned in Jnly 1874 the Northern
Central resumed possession,

At this time Relay lost its siznifi-
mnee as the meeting point helween
the twa railreads, hecoming simply a
Incal station of the latler company.
The turn table and engine house were
fornn down and the emplayest of the
road no longer loitered about the sta-
tion,

TLOST NAME, T00

.. In addition to lasing its former im-
nrtanee Relay also lost its name.
When the company iook over the new
treritory the station was christened
Hollins., after a family of that name
who owned property in the neighbor-
hood.

When one looks at Hollins today he
wonders why &0 large n station was
built in such a secluded spot. Steep
and  stony hills elose it in en three
sides, and the lake is at its back, As
the gonl of one road and later the
nnetion of two, its maintenance was
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