Lake Roland Nature Council
Board Meeting Minutes
June 21, 2017 at 6:30 PM

Lake Roland Nature Center

Welcome and Introductions: Kurt Davis called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
May 2017 Meeting Minutes: The May 17, 2017 Board Meeting minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Jeffrey Budnitz reported the following:
e Cash position: $49,287.00
e Hard Assets: $234,941.63
e Total Assets: $284,228.63
¢ Liability to Baltimore County: $240,000
e Net Asset Value: $44,228.63

Rec & Parks Staff Report: Ranger Shannon Davis reported the following:
e Great American Campout is coming up — 6/2234/2017 — the park has a lot of people signhed up
for this event
¢ New Intern just started
e CIT Camp is this week and regular camps begin next week. All camps are full.

Design Framework Committee (Environmental & Master Plan): Elise Butler provided the following
updates:
¢ Consultants Study — The updated concept design has arrived. Elise met with the Guilford Garden
Club and started a conversation on the design plan. We will be updated
¢ Native Plant Sale — Kay McConnell reported that the plant sale went well in spite of the
weather. Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped.
o Gross Proceeds: $9,469.91
o Net Proceeds: $4,969.91
o Guildford Garden Club has established a Field Botanical Scholarship with $2,000.00
o $2,969.91 went to the Design Framework Fund.

Paw Point Committee: Lydia Redding reported in the absence of Beth Hoker:
e Current membership of 889
e Cleanup on Sunday, May 21 went very well. Thanks to Jeffrey and crew.
¢ The sidewalks were clear and blown down
e Debris leading to the swimming area was removed.
¢ Soil bins filled
e Sprinkler brought out of storage — waiting on a new part before connecting.
o Jeffrey regraded the read access road.

Trails Committee: Jeffrey Budnitz :
e DOT inspection being done on Council Truck
e Ground 8 tree stumps

Recreation Committee: Jeffrey Budnitz reported in the absence of Gero Verheyen
e Canoe outing was very well attended



Membership Committee: Jeffrey Budnitz reported that we have 162 members — up 10% from last
month

Residents Committee: No report
Outreach Committee: No report
Old Business:

Committee Handbook — Kurt Davis reported he is still waiting on committee chairs to submit
information for the handbook.

New Business:

e Richard North motioned to introduce (seconded by Dwight Johnson) a resolution requesting
that “Lake Roland Nature Council shall study the impact of further development of the Hollins
Organic site on Falls Road on the adjacent environmentally sensitive serpentine area in the
Park”. (Resolution.pdf - attached).

e The motion was voted on by the board and passed unanimously.

e Richard North will chair a new committee — Development Impact Committee — providing current
information regarding the information submitted by Richard North.

e Robert Macht submitted two documents (Nature Conservancy.pdf & Hopkins Chart.pdf -
attached) — a chart from John Hopkins Center for a Livable Future on biodiversity in and
surrounding the park. (Jeffrey Budnitz pointed out that his research found no back ground
information supporting this chart) and a document from The Nature Conservancy on a Pilot
Serpentine Barren, Cecil County.

e Robert introduced the board to a water specialist, Daniel O’Leary with ESD Associates that he
has hired to look at the potential impact of the Vanguard project on the Park.

e A brief discussion about the proposed Vanguard Project and the trail connection(s). Since there
is only speculation at this point the matter was tabled.

Kurt Davis adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM.

In Attendance:

Kurt Davis Robert Macht
Elise Butler Peter Lev
Jeffrey Budnitz William Jones
Dwight Johnson Carol Macht
Susan King-Byrne Bob Smith

Marc Klein Daniel O’Leary
Rick North Kimberly Warren

Lydia Redding
Kay McConnell

Shannon Davis
Roger McMacken



21 June 2017

"Resolved, that the Lake Roland Nature Council shall study the impact
of further development of the Hollins Organic site on Falls Road on
the adjacent environmentally sensitive serpentine area in the Park."

Background (for discussion; not part of the Resolution)

- The Nature Council was formed, per its 2011 Articles of Incorporation "to improve, maintain,
preserve and protect the natural environment and historic structures in Robert E Lee Park."

- Our attention to the serpentine to date, as reflected in detailed written agendas and reports
from consultants, including serpentine experts, has not addressed this area of the park; rather,
it has focused primarily on restoring grassland in the center of the park.

- No position has been taken by the Nature Council, and none is taken on the basis of this .
resolution; but by its failure to address the development in any way, the Nature Council has
allowed the developer to say the Nature Council is aware of the issues and through its silence
has given tacit approval.

Areas of concern

- A parking lot within the park and within the serpentine is part of a proposal filed with
Baltimore County by Vanguard, the developer, in December, and still active.

- Modifications within the park and the serpentine are proposed by the developer, to improve
access to the Orange trail.

- Access to the park is highlighted by the proposal as one of the attractions of the
development, and increased traffic within the park is foreseeable (not just pedestrians but also
dogs, bicycles and even maintenance vehicles).

- Storm water and other runoff into the park and into Lake Roland foreseeably may increase.
No funding from the Nature Council is assumed by this resolution; volunteer efforts are
expected to initiate the study, and any funding needs will be addressed separately.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard North, board member

-
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Pilot Serpentine Barren, Cccil County

This preserve was named after its unusual serpentine bedrock. In Maryland, there
are only four remaining examples of this federally endangered barren community.
An open, dry grassland surrounded by forest, Pilot is an excellent example of

how an area’s geology determines the character of the plant and animal Key Elements
communities on it. The barren is underlain by serpentine bedrock, an ancient

Fameflower

metamorphosed igneous rock containing a high concentration of the mineral =
serpentinite. Although a narrow band of serpentine bedrock occurs from * Prairie dropseed
Alabama to northern Quebec, outcrops are ~ ®  Serpentine aster
widely scattered. This band of serpentine is at ¢  Elk
” its greatest width in the Piedmont of Maryland
- and Pennsylvania. The soils eroded from
serpentine bedrock are very thin and nutrient poor, thus the
* name barren. Serpentinite contains high concentrations of
minerals such as magnesium, chromium, iron, and nickel. The
effect of these minerals and a dry, hot microclimate is an
Serpentine aster Is a unique plant  UNUsual community of plants adapted to the serpentine barren.
that grows at the barrens. Since the soils are rich in some toxic minerals, only plants that are
adapted to block their uptake can survive here. Serpentine species
are also adapted to the recurring, naturally ignited fires that once kept the forest at bay. Since
colonial times, these fires have been suppressed, and the surrounding forest has encroached upon
these grasslands. Large grazing mammals such as elk probably helped to maintain these
grassland openings. Growing in the preserve are the state-rare fameflower (7alinum
teretifolium), the regionally rare prairie dropseed (Sporobolus
heterolepis), and the nationally rare serpentine aster (Aster
depauperatus), which is restricted to serpentine soils.

32 acres have been protected at Pilot Serpentine Barren since E
1985. Management focuses on increasing the size of the openings

with prescribed burns and manual removal of pines and cedars.

I contact Thin solls and a hot climate cause
the barre f this o

! The Nature Conservancy of e
' Maryland/DC .

5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100 Vlsltlng

Bethesda, MD 20814 - .

P: 301-?’97-8570 ¢ Due to the fragile ecology of the serpentine

For more information: barren, this preserve is only open to

www. nature.org/Maryland scientific research with prior permission

from the Maryland/ DC Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy. Thank you for your
understanding and help in protecting these
ecological rarities.
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