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Virginia Bluebells

Scientific name: Mertensia virginica
Borage Family

Virginia Bluebells
A Maryland Native

Virginia Bluebells can be found along stream
banks and floodplains. Non-native invasive
plants have taken over much of its habitat, so
that this beautiful plant is becoming less
abundant.

Within a week or two, the leaves will wither, and
this plant will disappear until next spring.
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Bloodroot

Scientific name: Sanguinaria canadensis
Poppy Family

Bloodroot

A Maryland Native

Bloodroot is one of the first native spring
flowers to bloom. If you missed the flower, you
may still see the leaves, which persist until well
into the summer.

This plant is named for the red color of its root,
which Native Americans used for a dye.
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Common Blue Violet

Scientific name: Viola sororia
Violet Family

A Maryland Native

This is the violet that springs up everywhere, in
gardens, lawns and in the woods.

Sometimes you'll see the blue and white form.
Still the same species, this variation is known as
the “Confederate Violet.”
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Spring Beauty
Scientific name: Claytonia virginica
Montia Family

Spring Beauty

A Maryland Native

Notice the pink lines on the petals of Spring
Beauty. Bumble bees are the primary pollinators
for this and other early spring flowers. The lines
guide the bee to the center of the flower.
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Lyre-leaved Rockcress

Scientific name: Arabidopsis lyrata
Mustard Family

Lyre-leaved Rockcress

A Maryland Native

Lyre-leaved Rockcress thrives in the thin,
nutrient-poor soil of the serpentine area of Lake
Roland, but it is not found anywhere else in the
park. You can easily recognize it by its unique
leaves even when it isn’t in bloom.
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Wild Blue Phlox

Scientific name: Phlox divaricata
Phlox Family

Wild Blue Phlox
A Maryland Native

Wild Blue Phlox is still common in flood plains
and moist woods. But at Lake Roland and
elsewhere, it is threatened by the rapid spread
of non-native Lesser Celandine.

Don’t confuse this plant with Fall Phlox (Phlox
paniculata), another Maryland native that is
popular in gardens. Its flowers have the same
shape, but they appear later and are usually
pink or white.
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Star Chickweed

Scientific name: Stellaria pubera
Pink Family

Star Chickweed

A Maryland Native

Star Chickweed is a relative of Common
Chickweed, the non-native weed of gardens and
lawns. Take a close look at the petals. There are
only five of them and each one is deeply
notched.
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Garlic Mustard

Scientific name: Allaria petiolata
Mustard Family

Garlic Mustard

Native to Europe

Garlic mustard was imported here by European
settlers, to the detriment of our native plants
and animals. It displaces native wildflowers.
Chemicals in garlic mustard leaves are toxic to
the caterpillars of some native butterflies. Other
chemicals affect soil fungi associated with native
trees. Crush a leaf between your fingers and
notice the garlicky smell.
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Flowering Dogwood Tree
Scientific name: Cornus florida
Dogwood Family

Flowering Dogwood Tree
A Maryland Native

Flowering Dogwood is a common understory
tree in Maryland woods and landscapes. Its
bright red fruit is poisonous to humans but
provides birds and other animals with food.

What look like white petals are actually
modified leaves. The flower is in the center.
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Trout Lily
Scientific name: Erythronium americanum
Lily Family

Trout Lily

A Maryland Native

The common name of Trout Lily comes from the
shape and speckled pattern of the leaves. You
can often see these leaves growing in masses
with no or only a few flowers. This plant is also
known as Dogtooth Violet but it is not related to
the true Violets.
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Wood Poppy
Scientific name: Stylophorum diphyllum
Poppy Family

Wood Poppy

Native to the Midwest

Wood Poppies are popular garden plants that
bloom early in the spring. Not currently believed
to be native to Maryland, they spread easily and
often “escape” into woodlands that adjoin
gardens.
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Early Saxifrage
Scientific name: Micranthes virginiensis
Saxifrage Family

Early Saxifrage

A Maryland Native

Early Saxifrage is especially abundant on the
bank along the road between the parking lot and
the dam, where the photo was taken. The photo
also includes Christmas fern (on the right) and
Star Chickweed (background left).
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Jetbead Shrub

Scientific name: Rhodotypos scandens
Rose Family

Jetbead

Native to China

Named for its small black fruits, Jetbead is one of
the non-native garden shrubs that have become
invasive in our area. Several Jetbead shrubs are
growing along the Red Trail near the Light Rail
crossing.

Jetbead is an unusual member of the Rose
Family in that it has only four petals.
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Lesser Celandine

Scientific name: Ficaria verna
Buttercup Family

Lesser Celandine

Native to Europe

This highly invasive plant forms large, solid
green blankets across the ground, preventing
the growth of native spring flowers. Its foliage
dies out by the end of May, but by then the
damage is done. It will re-emerge the next year
from roots beneath the soil.
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Common Fleabane

Scientific name: Erigeron philadelphicus
Aster Family

Common Fleabane

A Maryland Native

This common sun-loving flower pops up every
spring on roadsides, fields and gardens.

Its close relative, Daisy Fleabane, blooms later
and does not have leaves clasping the stem.
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Dwarf Cinquefoil
Scientific name: Potentilla canadensis
Rose Family

Dwarf Cinquefoil

A Maryland Native

This common, spreading plant is easy to tell
apart from its weedy non-native relative, Indian
Strawberry (Potentilla indica). Cinquefoils have
5 leaflets; their name comes from the French
word for five. Indian Strawberry leaves have
only three leaflets.
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Cutleaf Toothwort

Scientific name: Cardamine concatenata
Mustard Family

Cutleaf Toothwort

A Maryland Native

This is one of the wildflowers that are known as
“spring ephemerals” because they bloom in
early spring and their foliage dies out by
summer. Like other spring wildflowers, Cutleaf
Toothwort is threatened by invasive species like
Lesser Celandine and Garlic Mustard, and by
munching white-tailed deer.
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Mayapple
Scientific name: Podophyllum peltatum
Barberry Family

Mayapple

A Maryland Native

Look under the leaf to see the showy flower of
the Mayapple. Box turtles eat the fruit of this
plant, thus helping it to spread.

Every part of the Mayapple—except for the ripe
fruit—is toxic to humans.
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