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Our Architectural Heritage – Eclectic Houses
Installment 1 of 3
The Victorian Period from 1860-1900 was the
focus of the spring 2016 Neighborhood NEWS
article about architectural styles in our neighborhoods. I will now begin my review of Eclectic
houses, dating between 1880-1940, which feature traditional details and relatively pure copies
of houses built in different European countries
as well as in the Americas. There are many
design styles during this period, so I will divide
my article into multiple installments so as not to
cause architectural fatigue.
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The Eclectic Period includes
Anglo-American, English,
French and Mediterranean
Photo #2
styles. The English, AngloAmerican and French houses
include Colonial Revival, Neoclassical, Tudor, Chateauesque, Beaux Arts and French Eclectic. The
Mediterranean and Spanish houses include Italian
Renaissance, Mission, Spanish Eclectic, Monterey and
Pueblo Revival. These fashionable designs gained
momentum in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Both frame and masonry construction methods were
used. Inexpensive techniques were developed for
creating thin veneer brick or stone, allowing these
materials to be added to frame construction, imitating some of the most elegant and elaborate façades
of Europe.
The Colonial Revival house is one of the most common within our neighborhoods. Colonial Revival
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Recall that I am relying on the main architectural categories listed in “A Field
Guide to American Houses” by
Virginia & Lee McAlester. The
book describes the different styles and provides clear
diagrams of the designs and
design elements as well as
photographs. The categories
include: Folk houses (the
earliest houses ca. 1920),
Colonial houses (1600-1820),
Romantic houses (1820-1880),
Victorian houses (1860-1900),
Eclectic houses (1880-1940)
and Post-1940 houses.
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refers to the rebirth of interest in early
English and Dutch houses of the Atlantic seaboard, focusing on Georgian and
Adam styles. Details of each are typically
combined, hence the term ‘eclectic.’ A
great example is the house in Photo #1,
ca.1927, showcasing some of the most common identifying features: a symmetrical façade with a centered
front door accentuated with a pediment supported
by slender columns or pilasters, as seen in Photo #2,
and double hung window sashes with multi-paned
glazing balanced on either side, as seen in Photo #3.
The gambrel roof, one of the most distinguishable
roof types, has a rebirth (see page 9 of “Our Architectural Heritage — The Colonial Style” in the spring
2014 issue of Neighborhood NEWS). It is viewed as
both an attractive and efficient design, using the full
footprint of the second story.
Continued on page 22
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President’s Letter

in the Park has been impressive. We have also
responded to requests for assistance with
road repairs and curtailing trafﬁc dangers.

Dear Neighbors,

At our annual meeting I enjoyed giving a
presentation on restoring and
replacing historically signiﬁcant
architectural elements of older
homes.

It is truly a privilege to have
been elected president of our
Association. The position is not
unlike the captain of a ship:
he (or she) has some authority,
yes…but he didn’t build the
ship or outﬁt it, and he does not
decide its ultimate destination.
It doesn’t turn on a dime and
sometimes faces rough seas and
strong winds, but if the captain
is lucky it still makes headway. I
promise to try and avoid the rocks.
If I can steer the ship at least half as well
as our previous President, Clark Parriott (to
whom we wish all the best in his future
endeavors), I will be content. And as always,
the Board and our members owe kudos to our
Newsletter Committee and chair/editor Courtney Middelton for putting out the wonderful
local publication you are reading right now.
Our typical recurring events and efforts continue. Friday Night Lights was a hoot, thanks
to Shannon Putman and our Events Committee. Our ongoing Street and Stream Cleanups, led by Board member Carlton Sexton,
are effective. Please join us to help keep our
roads and waterways clean. Volunteers are
always welcome, needed and much appreciated. Dumpster Day was, as always, oddly
satisfying. We plan to host a Shredder Day in
the spring.
I enjoyed helping Jeffrey Budnitz and our
Bare Hills/Lake Roland Committee build a
bridge in the Park, which continues to expand
its offerings of nature studies and activities.
Their push to eradicate invasive plant species

In the meantime, we get back to the serious
business of enjoying living in one of the most
beautiful and enjoyable spots in the land.
This time of year we look forward to December’s Holiday Party in the Woods. There will
be refreshments, a bonﬁre and a visit from
Santa…a delight for the young and the eternally young as well. Hope to see you there!
Have a lovely holiday season, one and all.
Best Regards,

Thomas Brown

Village of Lake Roland Update
We expect the developers of the proposed Village of Lake Roland project to submit their
concept plan to Baltimore County within the next month. Please check our website for
further updates which we will post as they become available. There is a link to Village of
Lake Roland information at rrlraia.org.
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But, beyond all that, we are now
tasked for the foreseeable future
with responding to the sort of
acute non-recurring issues every
community faces in the areas
of proposed development and
infrastructure challenges. I can
assure you that our Board has
been ﬁrmly dedicated to advancing our quality of life as a community by establishing a
dialogue with Vanguard Development, the developer of the planned Village of Lake Roland,
and the Towson Run sewer project officials.
Representatives from Vanguard and from the
County Department of Public Works have been
generously available to answer our questions
and we will keep our members apprised of any
related developments.
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Lake Roland – How Far We’ve Come!
Lake Roland is a shining gem in the heart of the Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland area, but that it is such a treasure is not by
luck or accident. The Lake Roland Nature Council, a dedicated
group of volunteers comprising neighbors, boaters, birders, Master
Naturalists, members of
the Paw Point dog park
and those interested in the
betterment of the Park, has
worked tirelessly to rejuvenate the Park following
decades of neglect. From
helping plan, in partnership with Baltimore County,
such capital improvements
as a new nature center, new
pavilion and a children’s
nature-themed playground
to Saturday trail projects,
the Nature Council’s ongoing
efforts to strengthen and
maintain the Park have made
Clearing the serpentine
Lake Roland the vibrant, safe Photo courtesy Lake Roland Nature
Council
and ecologically sensitive
resource we all can enjoy.
Led by President Kurt Davis, the Nature Council is
funded by its many programs for children and adults,
such as yoga, art projects, canoe/kayak trips, camps,
other educational projects, Paw Point memberships and,
of course, donations. Other important funding sources
include public/private partnerships to address key capital improvements needed in the Park.

Jeffrey Budnitz, chair of the Council’s Trails Committee, says his
volunteers have laid in excess of 800,000 pounds of stone for trail
rehabilitation, restoration and construction. In addition to spreading stone, on any given Saturday you might find trail maintenance
crews removing fallen trees or dangerous
overhanging limbs. On occasion, trail maintenance involves a larger project, such as in
2012 when the original trestle bridge on the
old rail bed along the Red Trail had fallen into
disrepair. Since this is the main trail through
the Park and the only way to cross the stream,
the Council, in collaboration with the County,
undertook the restoration of this bridge.
This spot is now a wonderful place not only
to cross the Jones Falls tributary, but also
serves as a terrific
overlook to stop and
take in the scenery.
The restored trestle
bridge also allows for
transport of heavy
pieces of equipment
in trail restoration
efforts, therefore
allowing restoration
efforts deeper in the
Park.

While it is a treat to
have such a resource
in our back yards,
many use the Park
Paw Point dog park Photo courtesy Lake Roland Nature Council
as a place to walk
Major improvements since Baltimore County assumed
their
dogs. Prior to
management of Lake Roland in 2009 include a new
Baltimore
County’s
vehicular bridge, a boardwalk built over wetlands which connects
stewardship
of
the
Park,
it
was
used
by
many
as
an
unofficial
offthe light rail parking lot with the heart of the Park near the dam,
leash
dog
park.
This
popular
use
created
both
a
significant
health
the Paw Point dog park, Acorn Hill natural children’s play area, a
hazard due to animal waste not being picked up and a risk to
new pavilion, restoration of the trestle bridge, part of the former
walkers and joggers from dog bites. As a result, the Nature Council
railroad bed now used as the main trail through the Park (the Red
worked with the County to designate a 1.5 acre fenced dog park
Trail), the Lake Roland Nature Center and acquisition of 18 acres
with water access, a first in the County, for dogs and their owners
north of the Park along a former railroad bed and bordering the
to safely enjoy the Park off-leash. A positive side effect of dogs
Jones Falls along Falls Road (along with reclaimed land adjacent
being put back on their leashes has been the safe return to the
to the Falls Road light rail stop). This 2013 expansion increased
Park of animals that had previously harassed or killed by off-leash
the Park’s footprint. After these land acquisitions, the Council
dogs including ground-nesting birds, river otters and others.
undertook a gargantuan environmental remediation project to
remove eight abandoned cars, 340 tires, two trailers and 40 tons
of debris from the wetlands.

The Park’s system of trails connects its various parts and offers
visitors easy access to the Park from many points. This extensive
system requires weekly maintenance to keep the Park a vibrant and
usable space. However, Baltimore County alone is not able to provide the ongoing grooming that the trail system requires. Fallen
trees or limbs frequently block the pathways while poison ivy and
other nasty weeds and invasive plants impinge on the trails with
alarming frequency.

The Nature Council’s role in making and keeping Lake Roland such
a vibrant resource is no accident. The strong volunteer ethic and
unparalleled relationship of the Council with Baltimore County and
Maryland state government and our own neighborhood association
make the Nature Council a national model in collaboration and
park management. Based on the unwavering and regular support of
a committed volunteer corps and the deep relationship with Baltimore County, the Park is able to provide thousands of Baltimore
area residents with a wonderful and unique outdoor space that can
be enjoyed by people of all ages. To learn more about Lake Roland
please visit lakeroland.org.
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Ancient Oceans, Rare Plants –
Secrets of Lake Roland’s Serpentine
by Lauren Madsen

Do you know that you can stroll across the relic of an ancient
ocean floor and observe rare and endangered plant species without
ever leaving the Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland community? All it
takes is a short walk to one of
our neighborhood’s best-kept
secrets: the Bare Hills serpentine barrens in Lake Roland.
This area, nestled between the
Bare Hills commercial corridor on Falls Road and the
west side of Lake Roland, is
unusual for both its geological
origins under the sea and the
rich biodiversity of plants and
animals that are now abundant
there. It’s a prairie-like landscape that accounts for roughly
a quarter of the Park’s overall
500 acres but seems out of
place nestled amidst the native
Outcrop of exposed serpentine rock
woodland trees. Its uniquePhoto courtesy Lauren Madsen
ness is captured by its equally
unusual moniker. ‘Serpentine
barrens’ describes the greenish,
flaky outcrop of stone, which resembles the scales of a snake, and
its scrubby, grassy vegetation, which is barren of large trees. If
the geology and ecology of this site aren’t enough to attract your
attention, the Bare Hills serpentine barrens also tell a vivid tale
of Maryland’s changing landscapes and a once-prosperous mining
industry. “It’s a very rare area,” according to Jonathan Wood, one
of the lead rangers at Lake Roland. “This is one of the few areas
of serpentine open to the public and easily accessible. It’s also an
area of great natural and historical importance.”
The Bare Hills serpentine barrens provide a prime example of a
landscape that was once abundant in Maryland but has now all
but disappeared. At the time Europeans settled in Maryland 400
years ago, more than 100,000 acres in the central portion of the
state were covered in a grassland and oak savanna known as ‘The
Great Maryland Barrens.’ This landscape, however, was not naturally
occurring as it is in Bare Hills; it was man-made. Native American
tribes used fire as a flushing and hunting technique, and that kept
native forests at bay and allowed grasslands to flourish. As the
area was developed by European settlers and burning was curtailed, ecological succession turned the Maryland grasslands into
the vast swaths of woodlands that are more familiar today. As the
landscape evolved, however, some prairie survived in dry, rocky
areas where soils were too poor to support large trees. In the early
19th century, local Bare Hills resident Isaac Tyson Jr. discovered
that these areas, now known to be serpentine outcrops, were a
good source of heavy metals, particularly chromite, a valuable
mineral used in the production of a dark-yellow ‘ocher’ paint, a
color later used on taxicabs and school buses and in appliances

and chrome-plated auto parts such as chrome bumpers and stainless steel.
Led by Tyson, decades of mining ensued, which further degraded
the remaining serpentine barrens in this area. Eventually, when
the mineral deposits were depleted, most of Maryland’s serpentine
barrens were forgotten and destroyed by
either development or
invasive species. Over
the past 50 years,
conservation efforts
have helped to restore
remaining serpentine
outcrops to their
natural grassland state
and preserve the vast
biodiversity found in
Area of serpentine restored to its natural
this unique ecosysprairie-like state Photo courtesy Lauren Madsen
tem. Today, the largest and best-preserved
serpentine barrens
in the U.S. are located in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania,
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rock were scraped off the ocean floor
and emplaced on top of the continental crust that now makes up the North
American continent. It’s exposed and
visible in small outcrops such as the
serpentine barrens at Bare Hills.

hosting 39 rare, threatened and
endangered plant species, along
with an array of butterflies, birds
and insects. This includes the
serpentine barrens located in Bare
Hills, the 1,900-acre Soldiers Delight Natural Environmental Area
in Owings Mills and the 60-squaremile State Line Serpentine Barrens
scattered across the MarylandPennsylvania border.
Today, serpentine barrens are a
globally rare phenomenon, but
they were once prevalent throughout eastern North America, ranging from Alabama in the south to
Canada in the north. Serpentine is
an ultramafic rock that is created
on the sea floor as magma from
the mantle of the earth oozes
upwards through underwater rift
zones and cools in the presence
of water. Millions of years ago, as
tectonic plates shifted, landmasses collided and slabs of the Earth’s
crust were forced under one
another. Pieces of this serpentine
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Map of Lake Roland with serpentine outcrops highlighted in dark
green Courtesy Baltimore County Department of Recreation and Parks

This serpentine rock, known as serpentinite, varies significantly in composition from the other rocks typically
found here. It’s high in magnesium
and iron and contains pockets of heavy
metals like chromium and nickel, but
it lacks the calcium and other minerals typical of continental rock and soil.
As a result, serpentine erodes into a
nutrient-poor, toxic soil that is inhospitable to most native plants. In addition, serpentine erodes easily but lacks
the organic material and clay necessary
to retain water, producing very dry and
acidic soil conditions near the surface.
As a result, serpentine outcrops host
unusual flora, mainly rare wildflowers,
grasses and stunted oak trees,that have
evolved to survive the harsh soil conditions. This includes flowering plants,
such as the fameflower (Phemeranthus

teretifolius) and serpen-tine aster (Symphyotrichum depauperatum); prairie grasses such as little bluestem and scrubby trees,
such as blackjack oak (Quercus marilandica)
and post oak (Quercus stellata). At the Bare
Hills serpentine barrens, the most prevalent
rare plant is the fameflower, a wildflower that
has the unique habit of blooming throughout
the summer but for only a few hours a day.

shades the rare grasses. Other invasive plants posing a threat at
Bare Hills are Chinese silvergrass (Miscanthus sinensis), which
spreads from local landscaping, and greenbrier (Smilax), a fast-growing vine easily propagated by birds.
Due to the close proximity to the Bare Hills commercial district and residential housing along the
Falls Road corridor, intentional burning to control
invasives is not feasible.

Park Ranger Kyle Bricknell says the Bare Hills
serpentine barrens are his favorite part of
Lake Roland but laments that it’s such an
under-utilized area. Many Park visitors never
leave the highly-trafficked Red Trail or the
peninsula area, where the Nature Center is
located, to venture off the beaten track. The
dramatic shift in vegetation as you come out
of the forest and enter the prairie-like barrens
combined with the magnificent, unobstructed
views of the surrounding Park provide visitors
with a sense of seclusion that is revered in a
Serpentine aster
community so close to a major metropolitan
Photo courtesy Lauren Madsen
area. “When you are in the serpentine, there
are no signs of modern life except maybe a
single telephone line in your view,” Kyle explains. In the serpentine, which is easily accessed from the Orange, Yellow and White
Trails, visitors may also be lucky enough to see animals hard to
spot elsewhere in Lake Roland, such as the eastern hog-nose snake
(Heterodon nasicus) or the bobwhite quail (Colinus virginianus).

Most recently, the environmental committee of
the Nature Council, led by Elise Butler, began an
ongoing three-pronged restoration project of this
serpentine ecological area of the Park. First, the
invasive species were removed allowing native
plants to recover. A forestry mower was used to
groom the restoration area, allowing native grasses
to regenerate — restoring the area to its original
grassland ecosystem. Finally, a maintenance access
road was built to support these activities and to aid
the fire department in the event of an errant fire in
the restoration area. This restoration is ongoing and
is projected to be completed in 2027, thanks to the
Lake Roland Nature Council and armies of volunteers. “Eventually, the main goal is to expand and
restore the serpentine area to what it would have been,” Jonathan
Wood said.

Unfortunately, the serpentine barrens preserved in Lake Roland
face constant threats from invasive species. Most notable is the
Virginia pine (Pinus virginiana), a quick-growing tree that adapts
to the poor soil conditions, easily takes over available space and
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Support the
RRLR Area Small
Businesses this
Holiday Season!
The holiday season is here! When planning
your shopping excursions, please patronize
the many small businesses in our neighborhoods. Their success depends on local
shoppers and each store owner works hard
to offer special items.

Jane Bourgeois
Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia
Changing lives– one house at a time.

443-465-4084 cell
410-377-2270 office
Jane.Bourgeois@LNF.com e-mail
www.longandfoster.com/JaneBourgeois
Facebook.com/janebourgeoisrealestate
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