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Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry
tion project – safely ferrying tens of thousands
of toads across Bellona
Avenue in order to avoid
their almost inevitable
demise.

by Lisa Lewenz

For the past 19 years, I’ve been
known as Ruxton’s ‘Grandee Toad
Faerie,’ an alter ego I adopted as
part of my efforts to help solve
one of our community’s longstanding environmental problems. As I’m about to explain,
I have a three-word request
to help us: “voluntary detour,
please!”
During the final hours of April 1,
1999, I discovered a gruesome
scene along one of Ruxton’s
darkest stretches of roadway
and quickly found an agitprop
solution. I’d passed that spot
countless times, yet, curiously
that night, it seemed a truck
had accidentally dumped a slurry
of ground beef along several
hundred feet of the road. For
the next two hours, cars crushed
and eviscerated several hundred Photo courtesy Lisa Lewenz
American toads as they daintily
hopped across Bellona Avenue. We’ve since learned
that springtime weather inspires these massive
migrations, something we’ve dubbed a Toad Tsunami;
1999 was a particularly intense year.
Given my lifetime penchant for April foolishness
(April 1 is my birthday), the timing transformed me
into that desperate kid crying “wolf!” – after all,
would you venture out if a prankster called during a
heavy deluge at 10 p.m. on a Thursday night, asking
that you don rain gear and help carry bucket-loads of
chirping toads across the street? One skeptical pal responded when I phoned, “that’s probably the darkest
spot in Baltimore County, and you want me to what?
When? Oh look, it’s April 1st!”
Fortunately, starting that night and every spring
since, more than 130 volunteers have generously participated. Since 1999, if you’ve slammed your brakes
along Bellona Avenue near Lake Roland, panicked by
the sight of a dozen sopping-wet lunatics scampering near the road’s edge, snatching at flopping blobs
illuminated by a flashlight’s glare – no worries – it’s
just us. We’re Toad Faeries, a flash mob of local kids
and adults answering nature’s annual call (via text
message) in what’s likely nature’s wildest conserva-
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Our single purpose is to
save and increase the
community’s American
toad population during
its springtime commute
to mate in a nearby
murky pond. To get
there, toads must cross
this busy road and the
Light Rail tracks. After
ten days of near-Bacchanalian debauchery, the
toads begin their reverse
commute. We’re always
happy to catch and
move most before they
reach the road, and repeat the process before
they cross back again,
headed towards solitary domesticity in your back yard
or the woods. This spring, we’ll be gathering again,
knowing the critters that survive will voluntarily protect Ruxton from nasty grubs, insects and pests.

The Facts about
the RRLRAIA
and The Village of
Lake Roland

Until 2003, we’d be lucky to ferry as many as 300
toads each spring. Yet since 2006, their population has rebounded to between 2,000 to 3,800. On
a single night last May, we successfully moved more
than 800 stragglers back to the woods. Come late
February or early March, we start by building barrier
fencing and installing safe traps, all while ferrying
the season’s earliest commuters: sluggish salamanders, tiny spring peepers, and frisky frogs.

Home Sales

Given that the male-to-female ratio is 7:1, we
presumed during the early years that toads were
expendable and had short life spans. Yet distinctive
markings on females proved that we actually did
recognize many individuals year after year. We also
realized that most drivers had no idea their evening
commute was causing any environmental distress.
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A Deeper History
If you remember Ruxton during the 1960s and before,
iceboats raced along Lake Roland’s expansive frozen
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The Facts about the RRLRAIA
and The Village of Lake Roland
Preliminary conceptual plans to develop the 6200 block of Falls
Road (an area north of Princeton Sports and south of Sunnyfields)
into The Village of Lake Roland were unveiled by local real estate
developer Vanguard Equities during a community input meeting
last month. This site is currently home to Hollins Organic Products
and several other commercial and industrial businesses. The redevelopment plans include upscale residential apartments, as well as
spaces for retail shopping and restaurants.

Community Plan 2001 and Community Plan 2010
The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association’s Community Plan 2001 and Community Plan 2010 identify
several opportunities to enhance our communities. A number of
recommendations made in our community plans have become reality, such as the revitalization of Lake Roland, an initiative spearheaded by RRLRAIA.
A major component of Community Plan 2010 is to steer redevelopment in Bare Hills away from the manufacturing and industrial
uses allowed by much of the area’s current zoning to communityfriendly, mixed-use redevelopments. The plan’s intent is to attract
interest in properties that RRLRAIA neither owns nor controls,
and to propose potential future uses, understanding that not all

suggestions would be economically feasible and that, in essence,
the cost of the property would dictate certain future uses. Recent
redevelopments along Falls Road including the 1407 Clarkview
Road building (home to Earth, Wood & Fire and Atwater’s) and the
Penniman and Browne site that is now the new home of Simply
Beautiful Flowers, sidewalks on Clarkview Road, traffic lights and
turn lanes at the intersection of Old Pimlico Road and Clarkview
Road, a series of renovations in place of existing industrial structures on Clarkview Road for higher and better uses have been the
result of Community Plan 2010 and the ongoing active role of
RRLRAIA in the community.

The Role of the RRLRAIA
During the 2016 Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (CZMP) – the
quadrennial process that allows properties in Baltimore County to
seek rezoning designations – the RRLRAIA worked with Vanguard
Equities and County Councilwoman Vicki Almond to change the
zoning designation of the site. Of significant importance for both
the neighborhood and the environment, this change eliminated
potentially undesirable uses of the property, such as automotive
services and industrial storage and distribution, to make way for a
mixed-use project.

A neighborhood street party
to kick off the summer...

Friday FRIDAY
Night JUNE 2, 2017
5:30 –
Lights 7:30
p.m.
Join neighbors and friends for:
• Burgers and Beverages
(including beer, wine and Southsides)

• Live music
Sponsored by The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
Area Improvement Association & Graul’s Market
A portion of proceeds will benefit the American Cancer Society
and the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation
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Current site conditions of 6241-6247 Falls Road show extensive impervious surface and a mulch operation that is environmentally detrimental to Lake Roland.
© 2016 Google

The zoning granted as a part of the 2016 CZMP still allowed the
property to be used in a number of ways that are not compatible
with the surrounding community. Consequently, the Association
entered into a restrictive covenant agreement (RCA) with the
developer that places significant additional restrictions on the
property. Crucially, the RCA in no way restricts the Association, any
of its members, or any member of the community from opposing
or supporting aspects of the proposed project as it goes through
the full Baltimore County development review process. The RCA
accomplishes concessions from the developer in exchange for the
Association’s support of the zoning changes, not support of the
project, per se.
In addition to preventing dozens of otherwise permitted uses for
the property, the RCA guides the location of commercial and residential buildings, imposes size and height restrictions (to prevent
the opening of big box stores) and limits the height of buildings
fronting on Falls Road to one story. Notably, the site elevation
drops by more than 30 feet going from the front to the rear of the
site, and to comply with the RCA, the highest structures are proposed for the rear of the site. Moreover, the RCA prohibits changeable copy signage within the development. Finally, Vanguard
agreed to subject the entire project, commercial and residential,
to the Baltimore County Design Review Panel (DRP) for review and
approval, even though only the residential portion is subject to
the DRP by County regulation.
The developer has now embarked on the development review
phase of the project, and in December 2016 filed an application
for a Planned Unit Development (PUD). This multi-step process
is estimated to take 12 to 18 months. The preliminary conceptual plan proposes to eliminate approximately 100 feet of curb
cuts along Falls Road. In addition, traffic will be channeled into

855-372-5392

Continued on p. 10
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Integrating Native Plants Into Your Landscape
by Nancy Worden Horst and Kay McConnell

You’ve heard or read about the benefits of using native plants –
they help attract pollinators such as native bees and honeybees,
hummingbirds and butterflies. Also, perennial or woody native
plants don’t need to be replanted each year if they’ve found a
happy place in your garden and, once established, native plants
usually need little maintenance, requiring less water and pesticides. They often have a subtle beauty and three- to four-season
interest with flowers, fruits, seedpods and colorful autumn foliage
and/or interesting bark. And, they are faithful markers of our
changing seasons.
But how can you find the perfect native plant for your yard – one
that will thrive in that hot, sunny spot or that damp, dark nook?
It’s simple, really – come to the Lake Roland Native Plant sale on
May 13, 2017 (rain date May 14) between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and
bring your ideas, questions, plans and, perhaps, some photos so
you are armed with the tools for effective shopping – experts will
be there to help with advice and encouragement.
Study your site with a critical eye. Do you have dry sun, dry shade,
moist sun or moist shade? That’s how the Guilford Garden Club
and the Lake Roland Nature Council will have the plants displayed.
Identify the healthiest, happiest plants growing in your garden to
give clues about the site and inform your new choices.

Shoppers peruse the vast array of plants at the Lake Roland
Native Plant Sale Photo courtesy Elise Butler

Another great way to prepare for your visit is to read some of
these books, brochures or websites:
n		Bringing
n		The

Nature Home by Doug Tallamy

Living Landscape by Doug Tallamy and Rick Darke

n		Garden

Revolution by Larry Weaner and Thomas Christopher
(Larry Weaner is a lead consultant on the landscape plan for the
Lake Roland Nature Center).

n		The

American Woodland Garden by Rick Darke

n		Landscaping

Society

n		Chesapeake

with Native Plants from the Maryland Native Plant

Bay Native Plant Center, www.nativeplantcenter.net

Hope to see you at the Lake Roland Native Plant sale in May!

Baltimore County Update
on the Towson Run
Sewer Project
To accommodate the growth occurring in the Towson area, a
project is planned that will extend the sewer line from Bosley
Avenue west on Towsontown Boulevard across Charles Street and
through our community to connect to the sewer at Lake Roland.
Planning and design for the Charles Street-Lake Roland portion,
which will run adjacent to the existing line, is currently underway.
Baltimore County has applied to the State Highway Administration
for access permits from Bellona Avenue and Charles Street and
will build a road for construction vehicles. Once the design phase
is complete, the County will apply for needed permits and will
acquire easements. Construction of this portion of the project is
planned for 2018.
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Park Ranger Profiles
by Lauren Madsen

Accompanying trail expansions, infrastructure
improvements and the
opening of a brand new
nature center at Lake
Roland is the installation of a top team
of park rangers, each
with their own area
of expertise. Meet two
of the Park’s rangers:
Elizabeth Kadow, the
Park’s animal specialist,
and Joe Markiewicz Jr.,
the resident maintenance whiz.
Elizabeth, born and
raised in Glen Arm,
Elizabeth Kadow Photo courtesy Lauren Madsen
graduated in 2011 from
Shepherd University
in West Virginia with
a B.S. in Environmental Science. She has worked for Baltimore
County on and off for the past eight years, including stints at
Cromwell Valley and Oregon Ridge parks. She joined the ranger
staff at Lake Roland last September and feels proud to be a part
of the award-winning green space in our neighborhood. She
describes her new ranger position as a dream come true. “No day
is ever the same,” she said. “There isn’t anything better than
getting paid for doing what you love.”
Elizabeth has always relished being in the outdoors and spends
her free time mountain biking, skiing, hiking, rock climbing and
kayaking. At Lake Roland, she is the go-to ranger tending to the
growing collection of reptiles, amphibians and insects. To help
learn how to care for the broad collection, she has collaborated
with the Phoenix Wildlife Center, a local non-profit organization
dedicated to the rehabilitation and release of native birds, mammals and reptiles. In addition, Elizabeth is working with fellow
rangers on new exhibits highlighting the nature and history of
the Park. “We have this wonderful nature center building and are
working very hard to fill it with educational exhibits,” Elizabeth
explained.
Fellow ranger Joe was born in Baltimore, raised in Parkville
and attended Frostburg State University in western Maryland,
earning a B.S. degree in Parks and Recreational Management in
2015. As part of his educational requirements, Joe embarked on
a seasonal internship at Lake Roland more than two years ago.
After graduation, Joe was hired as a ranger, focusing on trail
maintenance, park safety and educational programs. His duties
range from the mundane – removing snow on the boardwalk in
the winter and clearing the surplus of trash that accumulates
during the busy summer months – to assisting with more exciting seasonal programs such as Fishing Fun Day, Earth Day and
summer campouts.

Joe Markiewicz Jr.

Photo courtesy Lauren Madsen

Joe, a baseball player
in college, said he
is also an “outdoors
guy” who particularly
enjoys fishing and
hiking. “My favorite
part of the job is
being able to work
outdoors and the variety that comes along
with that. We have
new projects with the
different seasons.”
Joe particularly likes
the quiet of winter in
the Park, when he is
able to spend more
time walking the trails
and completing muchneeded maintenance.

Both Elizabeth and
Joe encourage local residents to visit the Lake Roland Nature Center, enjoy the
changing seasons on the trails or pop by just to say hello.

Come for coffee.
Stay for graduation.

First Look

@ FRIENDS

Schedule
a visit today!

The world needs what our children can do.
410.649.3211 • www.friendsbalt.org/admission
A C O E D I N D E P E N D E N T P R E - K- 1 2 S C H O O L
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The Facts about the RRLRAIA and The Village of Lake Roland
Continued from page 5

a single access point at the signalized intersection of Falls Road
and Clarkview Road, and a left-turn lane into the development is
proposed to facilitate traffic flow.

Potential Environmental and Quality-of-Life
Improvements
At the present time, storm water from this site is not managed,
leading to long-standing concerns about run-off into a nearby
stream that empties into Lake Roland. Vanguard will have to meet
strict storm water management standards for the entire six acres
when this site is redeveloped.
Further, the developer has proposed to construct a parking area
on adjacent Park property along with a path to connect with the
Park’s Orange Trail. This will provide safe pedestrian access to the
west side of Lake Roland by small maintenance vehicles and will
allow much needed park and trail maintenance. In addition, this
redevelopment should significantly reduce the heavy commercial
truck traffic that currently traverses Falls Road to reach both the
existing mulch processing facility and other industrial activities
that currently occur on the site.
The development review phase, as a Baltimore County requirement,
will address any and all issues related to the impact this project

10

could have on traffic, the environment, municipal infrastructure
ranging from sewer to water supply, among other concerns.

Concerns Going Forward
A number of residents have contacted us with concerns about the
impact this redevelopment will have on traffic, storm water and
the environment, and the visual impact of the proposed residential building on the Park. We have communicated these concerns
to both the developer and Councilwoman Almond, and we will
continue to work with them, our members, and the community as
a whole as the project proceeds through the development process.
To that end, there will be more opportunities for both the Association and residents to provide input. These include the concept
plan conference with Baltimore County agencies, another community input meeting, a hearing before a hearing officer, and before
the Baltimore County Design Review Panel.
If you are interested in receiving notifications about the community input meeting and other opportunities for input, please
send your email address to office@rrlraia.org or call our office at
410-494-7577.

Walking the Dogs
property and, believe it
or not, the middle of the
street! While not only disrespectful, these instances
can lead to the spread
of diseases and a lot of
unhappy fellow dog walkers who may happen to
unknowingly step in that
pile of ignored waste.

by John Baer

We live in picturesque neighborhoods that offer urban appeal with a
country feel. Many efforts are made
by neighbors and community associations to maintain lawns, walkways,
sidewalks and green spaces – which
is where this friendly reminder comes
into play. Many of us have dogs who
like exercise and taking a muchneeded walk (in a lot of our cases,
multiple walks) around the neighborhood. Outdoor escapades are good
for both pet and owner, especially on
nice days.
It has come to our attention that
some pet owners have not been very
diligent in picking up and disposing
of their dog’s waste during jaunts
throughout our Association’s communities. In fact, there seem to be more
and more instances of dog waste in
prominent spots – including private

Along with common
courtesy and being a good
Don’t make someone else
neighbor, there actually
scoop for you!
are Baltimore County laws
that dictate the removal of
pet waste, walking pets on leashes, noise levels and
other related topics. Oh, and one more thing – please
don’t drop your pet’s waste in trash cans other than
your own.

Weaver and Mallet Middelton enjoying an
afternoon walk Photo courtesy Hadley Middelton

For complete information on Baltimore County animal
laws, please visit www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
Agencies/health/animalservices/animallaws.html

FRIENDSHIP
CULTURE
CRAFTS
SWIMMING
STREAM WALKING
SPORTS
LANGUAGE
COOKING
ROBOTICS
GAMES
MUSIC
ART
DANCE
GARDENING
EXPLORATION
PUPPET-MAKING
and MORE
WWW.PARKCAMPS.COM • THE PARK SCHOOL OF BALTIMORE • 2425 OLD COURT RD
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Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry
Continued from page 1

surface, uninterrupted by sandbars, trees,
and bushy growth that has now transformed
its northern bounds into a sluggish rivulet.
Around that time, the community voted
down an option to dredge the sludge. Meanwhile, wildlife photographer Robert Wirth
documented the lake’s gradual transformation, slowly colonized by cattail stands
and eventually becoming thick mudflats.
In those days, people were becoming more
cognizant of nature’s benefits and our community became supportive of the ecosystem’s wild growth and trees that provided
new habitats for birds and other creatures.
During those years, Ruxton’s largest annual toad migration centered on a vernal
pond along the lake’s northwestern bounds,
although once that filled in towards the
1980s, the toads’ metaphoric disco ball
moved to the lake’s central and easternmost edge, along what once was the deepest
water of its northern branch. In 1972,
Hurricane Agnes started filling in these
ponds, so most of those toads resettled to
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neighborhoods east of Bellona Avenue.
Their migration was mostly unhindered
for the next two decades until Light
Rail construction blocked a longstanding
access point to the lake. By 1999, this
population was far smaller than at any
other time in memory and seemed to be
at risk for decimation or annihilation.

Why You Should Care

The American toad is probably the most commonly
seen amphibian in our area. It can frequent lawns and
gardens and is often seen crossing roads. American
toads are large, growing up to 41/2 inches long. These
toads vary in color but are usually brown, brick-red or
olive-colored. All of them have warts (paratoid glands)
with a pattern of lighter colors on their bodies, as well
as brown spots. American toads have lungs to breathe
out of water but, like all amphibians, they need to keep
their skin moist. These toads can live up to 30 years.
Photo courtesy Lisa Lewenz

It’s said that adult toads eat 25
mosquitos every night – that’s a lot
of ‘skeeters to combat insect-borne
disease (sans chemicals to harm the
ecosystem).
Our aim is simple: to save as many
toads as possible during their migration since they, their eggs and tadpoles
serve as a veritable smorgasbord to
migrating Canada geese, local herons,
ducks, turtles, fish and the like. The
equation is simple: decimate our toad
population and the region’s delicate
Continued on p. 23

Recap of a Successful November 2016
Street & Stream Clean…
On a November morning that began with sunshine and a light frost,
we had 16 volunteers clean our streets and streams, collecting 21
bags of trash and a tire, thanks to volunteer Hadley Middelton. Five
Board members and Hadley cleaned our Falls Road and Old Court
Adopt-A-Road commitments. A group from the Sheppard Pratt Retreat
in Ruxton, six Boys’ Latin School freshmen and two faculty members
bushwhacked and waded along the stream at Coppermine Terrace and
along Roland Run north of the Royal Farms and along Slaughterhouse
Run and the Sheppard Pratt branch of Towson Run.
Of special note, an arrangement of shiny party balloons snagged in
Roland Run at Essex Farm Road was retrieved by J. T. from Boys’ Latin
– in full waders!
Left to right: Jennifer Streeter, Michael Scandora, Walker Campbell, JT Morton,
CW Smith, Jack Erwin and Mac McDonald

Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry
Continued from page 22

ecosystem will suffer. Meanwhile, it’s likely that several of our tiny
grub-eating pals may live in your garden, eliminating the need for
pesticides.

What You Can Do
During March, April and early May nights when it’s rainy or 58
degrees or warmer, after dusk PLEASE avoid traveling on Bellona Avenue along the lake (between Rolandvue Road and Charles
Street). If you’re heading to Charles Street, why not detour and use
Boyce or Malvern Avenues?
The solution is easy: no traffic means no squashed toads.
Conservation-minded communities throughout the USA and Europe
close their roads during migrations, yet how great if you’ll voluntarily detour and encourage friends to do the same – our team
volunteers would prefer spending March to May doing anything
but saving wayward toads!
You are welcome to join us as a volunteer or to help finance annual out-of-pocket expenses for equipment and supplies. Please
don’t just show up unannounced, as we need to share safety tips
first before your arrival. I’m delighted to announce that 2017
marks Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry and hope you’ll
help eliminate all traffic hazards so these critters can follow nature’s call without human assistance.
Want to join us? Please email ProjectToadFerry@gmail.
com with your name and mobile, and we’ll let you know
more, or see our wish-list: www.amazon.com/gp/registry/
wishlist/2TEQJ3YQBPWQY/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
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