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On a sunny, crisp October morning
Baltimore County Executive Kevin
Kamenetz cut a bright green ribbon with a pair of oversized scissors
to officially open the Lake Roland
Nature Center.
The County Executive was joined
by other elected officials including
State Delegate Shelly Hettleman and
County Councilwoman Vicki Almond
as well as Baltimore County Director
of Recreation and Parks Barry Williams. Several special needs children from Mt. Washington Pediatric
Hospital, enthusiastic participants in
programs offered by the Lake Roland
Nature Council, were also present
and participated in the
ribbon-cutting
ceremony.
The County Executive’s
remarks focused on
the importance of the
Nature Center in serving all segments of the
community through its
accessibility and programming. Kamenetz
also noted the Nature
Center’s access via
light rail — deeming
the Park as ‘transitoriented recreation.’ All
of the elected officials
recognized the volunteer efforts of the
members of the Nature
Council as partners of
the County and the
State in the Nature
Center project.
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The view of Lake Roland Dam and valve house on a beautiful fall day.
Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz

availability of the
spacious, airy and
bright room overlooking the 150-year-old
Lake Roland Dam and
valve house.

County Executive Kevin Kamenetz cuts the ribbon with assistance
from Lake Roland Nature Council President Larry Zeafla.
Others pictured are LRNC Vice President Elise Butler, LRNC Board
member James Flannery, Delegate Shelly Hettleman, John Mast of
North Point Builders, Ed Hord of Hord | Coplan | Macht, Ken Wingate
President of North Point Builders, LRNC Treasurer Jeffrey Budnitz,
Councilwoman Vicki Almond, Director of Recreation and Parks Barry
Williams and, holding the end of the ribbon, Head Park Ranger
Shannon Davis. Patients and staff from Mt. Washington Pediatric
Hospital are pictured in the foreground. Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz

The Nature Center comprises classroom, educational
and meeting space with audio-visual capabilities and
areas for rangers, staff and naturalists to plan such
imaginative programs as Pioneer Days, Creatures of
the Full Moon and School’s Out Days. Attendance at
these programs has more than doubled thanks to the

Rotating exhibits
are planned for the
Nature Center; the
Baltimore Bird Club
has already mounted
a collection of brightly-colored birds from
the Mid-Atlantic for
educational purposes.
Several rescued or
injured turtles, snakes
and a toad reside at
the Nature Center.

The large room in the
middle of the Nature
Center can be divided
into two sub-spaces
with occupancy ranging from 75 to 230 individuals
depending on the configuration of the room. The
building holds a maximum of 280 people and is available for rental to community and civic groups on a
case-by-case basis.
The front elevation of the Nature Center faces the
Continued on p. 5
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Lake Roland Nature Center
Officially Opened
Continued from page 1

dam and is comprised of a series
of operable glass
doors that allow activities to
extend onto the
deck, thus providing a platform for
outdoor educational programs
and a vista of
the historic Lake
Roland Dam and
valve house.

The former ranger station (previously the restrooms for the Park)
will now be used for occasional meeting space when the Nature
Center is in use, additional office
space and storage for program
supplies and rotating exhibits.

Lake Roland, a 500-acre park
near the Baltimore City/County
line, is owned by Baltimore City
but managed and staffed by
Baltimore County. Since taking
over management of the Park in
2009, the County has partnered
with the State to rebuild the
main pedestrian bridge, build a
new pavilion, build Acorn Hill
(the children’s playground) and
construct the boardwalk leading from the Falls Road light
Designed by local
rail station. Last year more
firm Hord | Coplan |
than 300,000 people (and many
Macht, the nearly
Lake Roland Nature Center. Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz
dogs) visited the Park. Guests
2,600 square foot
have visited from many states
center was built by North Point Builders at a cost of $1.4 miland countries, including Canada, New Zealand, Guadeloupe, the
lion using a combination of County funding, State capital grants,
Netherlands, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. The Park and
monies from Program Open Space and Nature Council fundraising
its amenities are truly an asset to our community!
(including a $2,500 donation from RRLRAIA matching members’
donations up to this amount) as well as other grants and charitable donations. The Lake Roland Nature Council continues to
fundraise to close the gap on its financial commitment. Please
consider a tax-deductible donation to this worthwhile community
asset. Visit www.lakeroland.org/donate or mail your donation to
Lake Roland Nature Council, 1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD
21210 (write ‘Nature Center’ in the memo line).
Plans are afoot to work with landscape architects and volunteers
to turn the area around the Nature Center into a demonstration
garden featuring native plants in their local environment.

Lake Roland Nature Center
1000 Lakeside Drive 21210
410-887-4156
lakerol-rp@baltimorecountymd.gov
Open: Tuesday – Sunday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Programs & Events: www.lakeroland.org
Park is open sunrise to sunset.
Please contact us for rental information.
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Welcome, New and Returning Board Members
by John Baer

At our annual meeting, held September 28 in the brand new Lake
Roland Nature Center, members of RRLRAIA elected two brand new
Board members, welcomed two former Board members, re-elected
six current Board members and thanked three retiring Board
members for their
service.

ment in all of its forms including budget, cash flow, cost accounting, debt financing and new markets tax credit financing. Trish is
delightful, thoughtful and engaging and is interested in helping
our community by working with and on our Board.

Joe Derr: Joe grew up in Baltimore, and he and his wife Sharon
have three grown
children and four
grandchildren.
The Association’s
They spent 25
new and returning
years in ConBoard members
necticut while
are:
Joe worked for
Trish Fallon: Trish
Goodyear Tire and
has her B.B.A.
Rubber Company
in Accounting
(35 years total
and an M.S. in
with Goodyear),
Finance from
and in 2002 Joe
Loyola University.
and Sharon moved
She has years of
back to Baltimore
experience in both
and took up resithe private and
dence in Ruxton
the public sector
Crossing. Joe is a
Newly-elected and returning Board members (left to right): Jeffrey Budnitz, Joe Derr, Jamie Cahn and Trish
with strengths in
Loyola Blakefield
Fallon. Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
financial managegraduate and has
his B.S. in Business Administration from University of Baltimore. Joe is active with several organizations and has served on the board of Ruxton Crossing HOA.
Jamie Cahn: Jamie is not new to the RRLRAIA Board, as he served
for several years in the 2000s before moving to the Midwest
for work. He is now retired from his position as president and
managing director of Institutional Trust North America at Bank of
Montreal. Jamie is a member and vice president of the Lutherville
Volunteer Fire Company and a vice president of the Baltimore
County Volunteer Firemen’s Association. He is excited to be on
the Board and happy to be back in the Thornton Ridge community
where he has lived since 1990.
Jeffrey Budnitz: Jeffrey, who has previously served four threeyear terms on our Board, is eager and willing to rejoin the Board
after serving the last year in emeritus status. He has been a
hard-working and effective Board member with many of his accomplishments visible in Lake Roland and the Bare Hills business
district. Jeffrey plans to remain focused on Lake Roland, Bare
Hills redevelopment and our next Community Plan update and will
continue to advocate for our Board relationships with surrounding
constituents.
Six board members were re-elected for a second term.
Gina Adams and Paddy Morton (District 2), Cynthia Allen (District
7), Art Arthur and Shannon Putman (District 9) and Mike Muldowney (District 10). See page 6 of the Membership Directory for a
map showing Districts.

Thank You to Retiring Board Members
After a successful three-year tenure, Patrick Jarosinski is retiring
as President of the Association but will serve another year as a
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with local and state officials. Clark Parriott
has assumed the role of President and we
know he will do well!
We would like to express our sincere appreciation to three dedicated volunteers who also
retired from our Board this year — Anne Rouse,
Kelley Keener and Jessica Paffenbarger.

Retiring RRLRAIA President Patrick Jarosinksi accepts a gift from Board member Gina Adams and
newly-elected President Clark Parriott. Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

Board member. During his time at the helm, Patrick forged many
new relationships and continued to push for neighborhood enhancements and beautification as well as community involvement

Anne served on the Events and Membership
committees, and Kelley was co-chair of the
Events Committee and a member of the Community Enhancements and Historical Preservation Committee. Anne and Kelley dedicated
countless hours to organizing successful
events such as our Dumpster and Shredder
events, Holiday Party in the Woods, Friday
Night Lights and the annual meeting, among
others. Jessica served as Chair and Editor of
the Newsletter and Website Committee and,
through incredible organization and meticulous attention to detail, made the newsletters and Association website the bastions of
information they are today.
Thank you, Anne, Kelley and Jessica for your
dedicated years of service.
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Residents Beware: The Emerald Ash Borer Has Arrived!
by Lauren Madsen

“Cutting down infested trees immediately or protecting them from infestation with targeted, and often
expensive, insecticides is crucial,” Kays says.

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus
planipennis), a fatal pest to one
If you would like to save the ash trees on your
of the most common trees in
property, early preventative action is key. It’s more efour wooded neighborhoods, has
fective, both in terms of cost and controlling the pest,
been officially confirmed by the
to take protective action rather than attempt to treat
Maryland Department of Agricultrees once they have already suffered an outbreak. The
ture as now active in Baltimore
first line of defense to prevent infestation is a profesCounty. Residents should be
Adult emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis)
sionally applied insecticide drench (such as Merit®)
vigilant about taking preventaPhoto courtesy Leah Bauer, USDA Forest Service Northern Research Station
around the base of the tree annually in early spring
tive action this spring to deter
or mid-fall. After an outbreak takes hold, the only
this exotic, invasive species before infestations prove fatal or,
curative treatment is a more invasive and more costly professional
alternatively, consider removing all ash trees from their property.
injection of insecticide into the trunk by drilling holes through the
“It’s something everyone needs to pay attention to,” explained
tree’s bark. However, the efficacy of this second type of treatment
Paul Thomas of Scientific Plant Service (http://spsonline.com/
depends on the tree’s ability to transport the insecticide throughsps/). “The big thing here is that the emerald ash borer is coming
out its trunk and limbs. If the vascular system of the tree has
our way, and it’s going to get a lot worse before it gets better.”
been too severely damaged, the treatment will fail.
The emerald ash borer is a ½-inch long, emerald green, metallicFor more information about the emerald ash borer, please visit the
colored beetle native to Asia that was accidentally introduced to
Maryland Department of Agriculture website (http://mda.marythe midwestern U.S. in 2002. The pest has been slowly spreading
land.gov/plants-pests/Pages/eab_identification.aspx).
across Maryland since 2006, preying on the ash species, which is
the most common tree species in Maryland, accounting for 10%
Jonathan Kays was the guest speaker at RRLRAIA’s annual meeting held
of the total tree population of the state. The trees are found in
in the Lake Roland Nature Center on September 28.
forests throughout western Maryland and are used as a common
landscaping species in Baltimore County. Chances are, if you have
trees, you have an ash on your property.
The insects, while in their larvae stage, bore into the trunk of the
ash tree, where they overwinter and mature, all the while feeding
on the inner bark of the host, causing internal damage that disrupts the tree’s water and nutrient transport system. Adult beetles
emerge in the spring, leaving telltale D-shaped holes in their
wake, and then feed on foliage in the upper canopy of the tree.
By the time an ash tree begins to lose foliage and appears sick, it
already suffers from a widespread, possibly fatal internal infestation. Once more than about 40% of a tree’s canopy has died, the
ash is usually beyond saving.
Jonathan Kays, a forester with the University of Maryland and
author of The Woods in Your Backyard, says the coming infestation will
destroy most of the ash trees in its
path. “It’s a major change that will
result in the loss of the species,” he
explains. One of the biggest concerns
is that residents will put off preventative treatment and then hesitate to
remove infested tress under the misguided hope that the tree will eventually recover. He notes that once an
infestation takes hold, the tree quickly
becomes a safety hazard as large limbs
and branches begin to fall during
storms. Once a tree is dead, most tree
service companies will only remove
it with the use of a costly crane to
Ash tree damaged by the
ensure the safety of their employees.
emerald ash borer.

Photo courtesy
Daniel Herms, The Ohio State University
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Falls Road Construction Brings Restored Trout Stream
by Rachel Seba

Traffic on Falls Road between Ruxton Road and Old Pimlico Road
is brisk, but not so much that
neighbors aren’t aware of the
natural resources they are driving
past as they skirt Lake Roland.
This popular park is a wonderful refuge for families interested
in enjoying the wooded outdoor
trails and waterways in our backyard.

the concrete, deepen the stream bed and add natural obstacles to
the stream. The waterway will now meander over logs and rocks
to create deeper pools for trout and other
wildlife and improve the overall water quality downstream. Grant funding for this project
came from the state’s Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund, itself funded by
revenue generated from rental car and gasoline
taxes.
Part of an even larger and more ambitious
vision, Gracie and other organizers hope this
site can become a public access point to the
Jones Falls and possibly become a section of a
future hiking trail joining the Lake Roland trail
system to Meadowood Regional Park. There are
currently no formal plans for this trail extension, but according to Gracie, the Department
of Recreation and Parks in Baltimore County is
open to the idea.

Less well known, however, is that
one of the best trout environments in the state lies directly
across the street from an unofThe Jones Falls stream restoration is a stream channel realignment to restore natural stream conditons to a
ficial park entrance on this busy
stretch of Falls Road. This summer degraded section of the Jones Falls.
Photo courtesy Blue Water Baltimore
a successful restoration project
has revitalized the area to make
For now, residents can be reassured that this latest restoration
it even better. A team of environmental stewards has worked for
project will safeguard the part of the watershed closest to our
nearly nine years to bring this publicly-owned land back to its
neighborhood, bringing renewed wildlife and thriving greenery
natural state and deliver a larger, healthier watershed.
to a once-barren area. Thanks to volunteers with a sharp eye for
The story begins in the 1980s when the Rockland Bleach and Dye
environmental opportunities, the area is improved, restored and
Works, the oldest corporation in Baltimore County, was experianother reason to enjoy living within our vibrant community.
encing flooding in its facility on Falls Road just south of Ruxton
Road. Too often the stream abutting its property overflowed,
causing issues for the company. As was — and still is — often
done, the stream was converted to a concrete channel to encourage a faster water flow and deter flooding. Unfortunately, this
did not alleviate the problem, so the company decided to move
to Baltimore City rather than continue to battle the stream. The
city bought the property, and the company moved its corporate
headquarters to a new location farther south.

For many years the channel remained as it was, but in 2007 Jim
Gracie, President of Brightwater, Inc., an environmental consulting group, noticed the property for two reasons. First, the
stream was very close to its headwaters, near the current site
of the Greenspring Valley Hunt Club, and was already in pretty
good shape. Restoring the area would benefit the entire system
downstream. More importantly, the site of the old dye works was
publicly owned, unusual for that part of the watershed. Gracie felt
the site represented an opportunity to bring the stream back to its
natural state and bring back a vibrant ecosystem.
Gracie first found a partner in Trout Unlimited, a national conservation group dedicated to protecting and restoring coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. The team successfully obtained a grant
to develop and implement a plan to restore the stream. Plans were
drawn up and approved, but the bureaucracy of Baltimore City
proved to be too much, and time on the grant funding ran out
before the plan could be brought to life. Undeterred, Gracie turned
to Blue Water Baltimore, a conservation organization focused on
cleaning up Baltimore’s rivers, streams and harbor. Together, they
won a new grant to implement the approved plan.
This past summer, residents have seen the fruits of Gracie’s efforts
as crews from Environmental Quality Resources worked to remove
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