Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake

Our Architectural Her
Folk Houses

by Patrick Jarosinski

Driving around Ruxton, Riderwood and Lake Roland
we seem to have a little bit of almost everything -
hills and valleys, streams and lake, woods and open
space, private houses and institutions, and retail
and commercial properties. Just seeing the variety
of buildings in our area makes you wonder how we
ended up with all these different building styles. In
this and future
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affair. Some houses started out in one style but
became reinterpreted as a different style. Other
houses were built with features from more than
one style and cannot be neatly categorized. “A
Field Guide to American Houses”, by Virginia and
Lee McAlester, describes these different styles and
provides very helpful diagrams and photographs
of the designs and design elements. The authors
list the main architectural
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categories for houses in the
U.S. as: Folk (the earliest
““l houses through ca. 1920),
Colonial (1600-1820),
Romantic (1820-1880),
Victorian (1860-1900),
Eclectic (1880-1940) and
Post-1940. Using these
categories as our guide,
let’s piece together our own
neighborhood architecture

classic stylistic
examples as
well as wholly
unique forms.
While neighborhoods such as Guilford, Homeland and
Roland Park are also filled with interesting houses,
they are similar in design. The uniqueness of the
homes in our community tells an important story,
not only about the evolution of our community but
of the unfolding of American culture as well.

Development of the Midland log house

Our story begins prior to 1850 in the pre-railroad era
when only a few building styles dotted the Baltimore
County landscape. Log homes and simple frame
houses were the 18th century popular choice. As

the community grew, the variation of architectural
styles also grew. These new styles borrowed from
18th and 19th century European designs and
continued to include variety all the way up to the
mid-20th century modern style. In the later 1900s
several resurgences of these styles became popular
and we see this resurgence in many homes in our
community.

Building design in the U.S. is not a cut-and-dried

puzzle.

Before the 1800s most

Baltimoreans lived in the
City, close to the harbor or other major waterways.
Structures were built with materials that could be
easily transported by water, mainly lumber, brick and
quarried stone. Even modest houses tended to follow
the architectural fashion of Europe. The majority of
homes in Baltimore County were large estates on
agricultural parcels, usually belonging to wealthy
landowners. Like homes in the City, these County
homes also boasted the current styling from Europe.

Sketch courtesy Patrick Jarosinski

Most of the houses in our community can be
characterized as Folk, described as ‘pre-railroad’
style log houses. Log houses in this region were

of the ‘Midland’ variety (see sketch above), the
simplest form of log cabin design with very little
detail or ornamentation. Building materials were
most often those found in the vicinity of the home.
The abundant virgin forests and the trees on the
property provided accessible and simple building
resources.

Continued on page 14
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The Hidden World of Robert E. Lee Park

by Nancy Worden Horst

APRIL - Warm air filled the marsh and I
knew that winter had set its prisoner free.
This is the month of gentle rain rushing

to flood mud flats, when grasses and leaf
multiply by thousands, millions, more than
any mind can count, more greens than
one can mix. This month gives its scream
in birth - bud, leaf, cocoon and egg. Days
alternate between coolness and warmth,
when cattails begin their ten-foot growing.
I saw the first wood anemone and heard
the skewk skewk of the green heron. If
one exults in what he sees and hears and
smells in nature, it is with good cause, for
we too are becoming free.

Robert J. Wirth

Yellow-crowned Night Heron — This gorgeous bird is slate-grey with a black head, white cheeks,

black bill, orange legs and a showy and distinctive yellowish crown and plumes. It builds stick nests
The late Robert Wirth, an artist graphi c in trees or on the ground and lays four or five pale blue-green eggs. It favors wooded swamps or
r f

designer and MICA teacher whose work
focused on the environment, penned these
words nearly 45 years ago as he reflected
on his walks near Lake Roland in Robert E.
Lee Park. But the words ring as true today
as they did then. Following are some observations from Park
Ranger Bart Viguers about his walks around Lake Roland.

As I make my rounds, I carefully view my surroundings, listening
intently and engaging all my senses. I always carry a camera so
I am ready when I see something that would be a good picture.
Quietly approaching an animal I observe, identify and capture
the moment. People love photos, so taking pictures of animals
allows me to share them with Park patrons and give a mini-
program about what is in Robert E. Lee Park. Often people do
not realize what kinds of animals inhabit their backyard until

I capture that image, show them and tell them I just took this
picture ten minutes ago. Most of our Park patrons are so amazed
they sometimes don't believe me.

I have always enjoyed nature and photography. So putting

them together and capturing that perfect wildlife photo gives
me a rush and makes me feel alive. Springtime photography is
capturing the rejuvenating of plants, flowers and wildlife coming
back to the Park.

Ranger Bart Viguers

Ranger Bart’s springtime photos were taken on his many outings
into the Park, exploring the different ecosystems in the woods
and around the lake.

Continued on page 12

coastal thickets, but can occasionally be found in the wilds of suburban Ruxton. It eats fish, crusta-
ceans and bugs, grasping its prey in its bill, tossing it in the air and then swallowing it head-first.
This photo was taken just below the falls at Lake Roland. photo courtesy Ranger Bart Viguers
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There is no better place to be in Baltimore on a crisp early spring
morning than Lake Roland after a rainstorm. With water roaring
over the 40-foot dam, and the sounds of the morning birds in the
background, | experience joy and happiness.

Red-Eared Slider — Turtles are fantastic
reptiles that might even make their way
to your backyard. Robert E. Lee Park has
an abundance of turtle species includ-
ing the Eastern painted turtle, red-eared
slider, Northern red-bellied cooter and
Eastern snapping turtle. Here you see

a red-eared slider, which gets its name
from the distinctive red patch of skin
around the ears. The ‘slider’ part of the
name comes from the turtle’s ability

to slide quickly off rocks and logs into
water. They are omnivores and eat a
variety of animal and plant material
including fish, crayfish, tadpoles, snails,
crickets, aquatic insects and numerous
aquatic plant species. Red-eared slid-
ers brumate (become inactive) over the
winter at the bottom of ponds or shallow
lakes. This red-eared slider female is
just laying her eggs at the edge of Lake
Roland.

Photos courtesy
Ranger Bart Viguers

The American toad is probably the most commonly seen amphibian in our area. It can
frequent lawns and gardens and is often seen crossing roads. American toads are large,
growing up to 4-1/2 inches long. These toads vary in color but are usually brown, brick-
red or olive-colored. All of them have warts (paratoid glands) with a pattern of lighter
colors on their bodies, as well as brown spots. American toads have lungs to breathe
out of water but, like all amphibians, they need to keep their skin moist. These toads
can live up to thirty years.

In the spring, male toads find pools of water and begin calling females. The male will

stretch out his dewlap (the pouch at his throat) to create his unique and loud song.
Many people mistake this long and pleasant call for a cricket. When a female reacts to
this beautiful call, mating begins. Visit Lake Roland, rest a moment and enjoy the mag-
nificent sounds that come from these wonderful creatures.




Metamorphosis of a butterfly — Monarch butterflies are considered the ‘king’ of all butterflies, hence
their name. All stages of the Monarch butterfly are colorful — egg, larva (the caterpillar stage), pupa
(the chrysalis) and adult. It takes a Monarch butterfly 28 to 38 days to complete its life cycle. The
Monarch chrysalis is a beauty, with a green casing and a gold dotted crown. After about 10 to 14
days the adult will emerge from the chrysalis. Its wings are tiny, crumpled and wet. The butterfly
clings to its empty chrysalis and inflates its wings until they dry and harden; the Monarch is ready

to take flight. This Monarch emerged from the butterfly enclosure at the site of the future Acorn Hill
children’s play area.






