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Off the Wall

The Walters Art Museum is showcasing paintings
throughout Baltimore County parks.

By Fronda Cohen

Community contributor

t was about 5:30 in the evening, near

the entrance to Meadowood Regional

Park at the gateway to Greenspring
Valley. The park on Falls Road is espe-
cially beautiful this time of day, when
the light is low over the trees and you
can hear the stream that runs into Jones
Falls. Students and parents rounded the
running track, headed to the parking lot
after a game.

And there | was with my little cam-
era, laking a picture of a pictlure in a
place that looks like the picture. One of
the parents stopped and asked why there
was a large painting in an ornate gold
frame sitting in the middle of the field.

“It’s off the wall,” I said.

The man took a step or two away
from me. “OK, but what is it and why is
it here?”

“It's from the Walters Art Museum.
They've taken paintings from their col-
lection and made high quality reproduc-
tions on waterproof canvas and then
placed them in unexpected places around
the community. They call it *Off the
Wall™ and it’s a way to bring art closer

to people and people closer to art. Isn’t
it amazing the way the painting looks so
much like the park? It makes you stop
for a minute and see the park and the art
in a whole new way.”

“You know, you're right. Pretty
cool,” the man said.

You can view The Catskills by 19th
century artist Asher Brown Durand at
Meadowood Regional Park. The Terrace
at Saint-Germain, Spring by impression-
ist painter Alfred Sisley is at Robert E.
Lee Park.

Other great local experiences

- Explore exhibits of natural wonders
at the Natural History Society of Mary-
land in Overlea.

- Experience the legacy of an 18th
century African American scientist at the
Banneker Historical Park and Museum
in Oella.

- Enjoy free classical music Sundays
at the Chapel Concert Series at Charles-
town in Catonsville.

- Meet Rosie the Riveter at the Glenn
L. Martin Maryland Aviation Museum in
Middle River.

Details at enjoybaltimorecounty.com.

ABOUT THE WALTERS ART MUSEUM

Off the Wall is one of several exhibits at the Walters Art
Museum. It brings art to the community for residents and

visitors alike to enjoy.

The "open-air" exhibits can be found throughout Baltimore
County and Baltimore city parks, businesses and commu-
nity spaces, which are all listed on a downloadable map on

the Walters Art Museum website.
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Visit Asher Brown Durand's The Catskills at

Baltimore County's Meadowood Regional Park
Photo courtesy of Baltimare County

Alfred Sisley brings spring to the bridge in

Baltimore County's Robert E. Lee Park.
Photo courtesy of Baltimore County

Baltimore locations include Hopkins Plaza, at 217 N, Charles;
O'Donnell Square at 2910 O'Donnell Street; and Avenue

Antiques, 901 West 36th Street; to name a few.

One location that doesn't change is the Walters Art Mu-
seum, at 600 N. Charles Street in Baltimore. General admis-
sion is free but special exhibits are ticketed.The museum

is open Wednesday to Sunday, from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.,and
until 9 p.m.on Thursdays.

The paintings move to new locations every six months, so

be sure to check out the online map for the latest locations.
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Showcasmg Open -Air exhlblts

A reproduction of Hope by Pierre Puvis de
Chavannes, installed at Patterson Park.

Photo courtesy Walters Art Museum, Baltimare

Rep roduction of Monet’s Springtime in slalled

at Cylburn Arboretum.
Photo courtesy of Walters Art Museum, Baltimore

Jean-Léon Gérome’s The Tulip Folly at City
Hall,

Phato courtesy of Walters Art Museum, Baltimare

Photo y of Walters Art Balti

OUTDOOR
ART

A reproduction of Mulready's
Othello can be seen at the Reister-
stown Branch of the Pratt Library in
Baltimore. Reproductions of classic
paintings can be found throughout
Baltimore City and Baltimore County,
bringing art to local businesses,
parks and community centers.

The Spirituality of R&R

Do you worship work? Or
do you worship a God who
rested?

by Thomas Fuerst, Pastor
Community contributor

Sometimes the most spiritual thing
you can do is rest. In a world where our
identity and security are forged in the
fires of production and consumption, we
have come to believe that if we are not
building something or contributing to
society, then we are worth nothing.

In the Bible we hear stories of Jesus’
sleeping on a boat that is about to sink in
a storm. We hear stories of a God who
created us as physical creatures, delib-
eralely created not to be sell-sustaining.
We hear stories of a God who tells us
to rest and enjoy creation at least one
full day per week precisely because He
rested after a full week of work!

Take some time for rest and relaxation.

Photo courtesy af hibu

God did not make us to work our
fingers to the bone. He made us to find
happiness and meaning in His activity in
the world, not ours,

In America's economy, you are what

you do for a living. In God’s economy,
you are for whom you live. In America’s
economy, you are what you create. In
God’s economy, you are simply what He
created. In America’s economy, you are
what you provide. In God’s economy.
He provides everything. In America’s
economy, our lives are defined by 40
hours per week. In God’s economy, our
lives are defined by what He did in a
matter of a few hours one Friday 2,000
years ago.

He created us to rest in His work
on the cross. Can you imagine a world
where the spiritual thing you can do is
rest? You don’t have to imagine it. Em-
body what you say you believe by taking
a Sabbath...by resting and enjoying God
through His creation. Your life reflects
what you worship. Do you worship
work? Or do you worship a God who
rested after a good week of work? The
difference is huge. ®
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